
Confucius

Lived between 551 BCE and 479 BCE

Taught that ancient traditions had once made society just and 
good. 

He believed that education could return society to this again. 

Key idea: respect within the family and also respect 
between subjects and rulers in the government 
would make a good civilization.



Quotes from Confucius

Do not do unto others what you would not want others to do to you.

If leaders are courteous, their people will not dare to be disrespectful. If 
leaders are just, people will not dare to be [ungovernable]. If leaders 
are trustworthy, people will not dare to be dishonest.

Good people are generous without being wasteful; they are hard-working 
without being resentful; they desire without being greedy; they are at ease 
without being [proud]; they are dignified without being fierce.



Warfare

Military methods and new weapons helped the Han expand their territory.

The Han had a large and well-organized army; all men between the ages of 
26-60 were required to serve two years. 

Iron advanced military tools. They made iron armor that could move and 
flex and longer swords that made fighting safer for soldiers.

The crossbow was widely used.  

Kites were invented and used for military purposes. 



Government
Centralized government like under the previous Qin emperor was adopted but 
Confucian ideas were brought back into government.

Government functioned as a bureaucracy: a large, complex organization that 
functions under a given set of rules and conditions.

Officials at the highest level lived in the capital city and gave advice to the emperor.

Lower-level officials oversaw maintenance of roads and canals and made sure 
enough grain was stored.

Government workers were hired based on their ability and knowledge (merit) 
rather than social status.



Agriculture

Farmers were expected to grow enough crops to feed their 
families as well as add to the shared graineries.

They also had to make their own clothing, build their own 
homes and give one month unpaid labor to government 
projects.

Technology made farming easier: chain pump for 
irrigation, iron plows, and the wheel barrow.





Industry (Business that manufactures a particular product)

The government controlled the two most important industries-silk and salt

Silk: produced from fibers of a silkworm cocoon. Making the fabric was very time 
consuming until the invention of a foot-powered reeling machine. The silk trade 
began during the Han dynasty. 

Salt: was valuable because it helped preserve meat and vegetables. The 
Chinese learned how to mine salt from the ground. They found salt water deep 
underground and used iron-tipped bamboo drills to dig deep wells (sometimes 
1,000 feet deep) and retrieve the salt water to boil and use the salt.





Art and Education
PAPER was made by using a variety of materials . Before the invention of paper silk 
was used, but it was expensive; bamboo was also used, but it was bulky. 

Calligraphy - decorative handwriting - was valued in Chinese culture and this made 
writing spread.  

Paper was available to more people and made communication easier. 

Schools were set up in each province and taught Chinese literature to students 
who would serve in local government.

The Grand School: the empire's very best students (as many as 30,000) learned 
from Confucian scholars. At the end of the year they took a long test and if they 
passed they earned respect, jobs in the government or as teachers.





Medicine 

The ancient Chinese believed that illness occurred 
when forces of yin and yang in the body were out 
of balance.

Acupuncture and aroma therapy were used to 
treat various diseases.

Chinese doctors made discoveries: blood circulates 
from the heart through the body and back to the 
heart. Chinese doctors listened to a person’s 
heartbeat to judge their health.



Science

Astronomy: Chinese astronomers recorded the appearance of comets, discovered 
that the moon reflects the light of the sun and the cause of solar eclipses.

Inventions: 

● A seismograph to detect earthquakes and send help to areas where they 
occurred. 

● Magnetic compasses were made of lodestone-a type of iron ore that aligns 
itself in a north-south direction because of earth’s magnetism. The Chinese 
believed that using direction to correctly position temples, graves and 
homes would bring good fortune.


