
SocD:	  DBQR	  Research	  Sample	  Topics	  
	  
Marriage	  &	  Family	  Structure	  
Analyze	  the	  role	  of	  “stay	  at	  home”	  moms	  and	  dads	  
	  
What	  are	  some	  of	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  society	  might	  respond	  to	  help	  reduce	  the	  problems	  that	  
arise	  when	  both	  parents	  work?	  Should	  these	  responses	  be	  the	  responsibility	  of	  the	  parents,	  the	  
employer,	  or	  the	  government?	  
	  
Do	  you	  think	  most	  people	  have	  unrealistically	  high	  expectations	  regarding	  marriage?	  Where	  do	  
these	  expectations	  come	  from?	  
	  
Social	  class	  mobility	  and	  marriage/divorce	  
	  
Influence	  of	  family	  structure	  on	  a	  child’s	  future	  opportunities	  
	   *Variations:	  
	   	   single	  parent	  household	  v.	  2+	  parent	  household	  
	   	   heterosexual	  parent(s)	  v.	  homosexual	  parent(s)	  
	   	   divorce,	  step	  families	  
	   	   extended	  family	  (grandparents,	  aunts,	  uncles,	  etc.)	  
	   	   foster	  care	  system	  
	   	   adoption	  
	   	   opportunity	  to	  participate	  in	  extracurricular	  activities/sports	  
	  
	  
Dating	  
Role	  of	  dating	  in	  the	  U.S.	  
	   Religion,	  sexual	  orientation,	  parent/guardian	  influence,	  media,	  age,	  race	  
	  
	  
Gender	  
Does	  women’s	  participation	  in	  traditionally	  male	  sports	  increase	  or	  decrease	  the	  likelihood	  of	  
them	  being	  targets	  of	  sexual	  harassment	  in	  high	  school	  or	  on	  college	  campuses?	  
	  
Analyze	  the	  role	  of	  men	  and/or	  women	  in	  leadership	  roles	  in	  groups	  and	  institutions	  (religious	  
institutions,	  government	  offices,	  businesses,	  athletics,	  etc.)	  
	   *Variations	  (examples):	  	  

select	  two	  different	  decades	  to	  compare	  
comparison	  of	  regions	  of	  the	  U.S.	  
comparison	  of	  different	  countries	  
comparison	  of	  age	  groups	  

	  
	  
Government	  &	  Politics	  
Analyze	  the	  role	  of	  political	  parties	  on	  decision	  making	  in	  the	  U.S.	  
	  
The	  financial	  costs	  of	  big	  government	  are	  obvious.	  The	  question	  is	  what	  are	  the	  social	  costs	  of	  
reducing	  or	  eliminating	  the	  services	  that	  big	  government	  has	  come	  to	  provide?	  
	  
	  
	  



Gun	  Control	  
Access	  to	  guns	  
Do	  more	  guns	  lead	  to	  less	  crime?	  
Do	  gun	  control	  laws	  violate	  the	  spirit	  of	  the	  2nd	  Amendment?	  
	  
Health	  Care	  
Access	  to	  health	  care	  
Explain	  why	  health	  is	  as	  much	  a	  social	  issue	  as	  a	  biological	  one.	  
	  
	  
Media	  &	  Technology	  
What	  role	  does	  media	  play	  in	  contributing	  to	  “copycat”	  crimes?	  
	  
Influence	  of	  violent	  content	  in	  children	  	  
	  
Social	  media’s	  effect	  on	  communication	  
	  
Is	  a	  technologically	  more	  advanced	  society	  necessarily	  a	  superior	  one?	  
	  
Do	  you	  think	  the	  changes	  that	  have	  resulted	  from	  modernization	  have	  improved	  or	  degraded	  
human	  life?	  
	  
	  
Education	  
Early	  childhood	  education	  
	  
Many	  Americans	  believe	  that	  access	  to	  a	  good	  education	  is	  all	  that	  is	  needed	  to	  overcome	  
inequality	  in	  U.S.	  society.	  Do	  you	  agree?	  Why	  or	  why	  not?	  
	   	  
U.S.	  school	  structure	  
	   4x4	  Block	  schedule,	  2x4	  Block	  schedule,	  v.	  6-‐7	  periods	  per	  day	  
	   class	  time	  8:00-‐3:30	  each	  day?	  
	   Is	  there	  a	  better	  educational	  model?	  	  
	   Bussing	  in	  order	  to	  provide	  diversity?	  
	  
	  
Social	  Stratification	  
Debate	  the	  issue	  of	  whether	  poverty	  is	  a	  result	  of	  individual	  or	  social	  factors.	  
	  
Is	  the	  American	  Dream	  still	  a	  reality?	  
	  
Would	  be	  either	  desirable	  or	  possible	  to	  establish	  a	  truly	  classless	  society?	  
	  
Influence	  of	  social	  class	  on	  a	  child’s	  future	  opportunities	  
	  
	  
Discuss	  the	  relationship	  between	  gender	  and	  social	  stratification.	  
	  
Discuss	  how	  variables	  of	  class,	  race,	  and	  gender	  influence	  family	  patterns.	  
	  
What	  factors	  are	  changing	  the	  U.S.	  labor	  force?	  
	  



Socialization	  
Analyze	  the	  effects	  of	  extreme	  social	  isolation	  on	  children	  
	  
Discuss	  the	  impact	  of	  race/ethnicity,	  gender,	  and/or	  social	  class	  on	  childhood	  and	  early	  
adolescent	  socialization	  
	  
Some	  groups	  attempt	  to	  minimize	  the	  amount	  of	  social	  change	  that	  they	  experience.	  What	  are	  
some	  strategies	  that	  might	  promote	  this	  goal?	  Is	  it	  possible	  to	  completely	  avoid	  all	  social	  
change?	  
	  
	  
Culture	  
In	  what	  ways	  does	  a	  degree	  of	  ethnocentrism	  contribute	  to	  the	  positive	  functioning	  of	  American	  
culture?	  How	  much	  is	  too	  much?	  What	  problems	  can	  result	  from	  excessive	  ethnocentrism?	  
	  
Analyze	  the	  role	  of	  countercultures	  in	  a	  society	  
	  
Identify	  how	  culture	  both	  constrains	  and	  enhances	  human	  freedom	  
	  
Do	  you	  believe	  that	  Americans	  may	  be	  somewhat	  more	  ethnocentric	  than	  people	  in	  the	  other	  
Western	  industrial	  nations?	  If	  so,	  why	  might	  this	  be	  the	  case?	  If	  not,	  why	  is	  this	  widely	  
believed?	  
	  
	  
Race	  &	  Ethnicity:	  Chapter	  13	  
Present	  arguments	  for	  and	  against	  affirmative	  action	  
	  
Biologists	  sometimes	  argue	  that,	  from	  their	  perspective,	  race	  is	  of	  little	  or	  no	  real	  significance.	  
How	  would	  a	  sociologist	  respond	  to	  such	  a	  claim?	  Make	  reference	  to	  the	  Thomas	  Theorem.	  
	  
Some	  American	  minority	  group	  members	  on	  occasion	  voluntarily	  seek	  to	  segregate	  themselves,	  
having	  become	  convinced	  that	  the	  dominant	  group	  will	  never	  allow	  them	  to	  live	  in	  peace	  
otherwise.	  What	  are	  the	  arguments	  in	  favor	  of	  and	  against	  such	  voluntary	  segregation?	  
	  
Analyze	  the	  role	  of	  whites	  and/or	  minorities	  in	  leadership	  roles	  in	  groups	  and	  institutions	  
(churches,	  government	  offices,	  businesses,	  athletics,	  etc.)	  
	  
	  
Peer	  Pressure	  &	  Social	  Pressure	  
“Fitting	  in”	  
Underage	  drinking	  
Cheating	  in	  school	  
Performance	  Enhancers	  
	  


