
LSW Sociology Ch. 13 “Race & Ethnicity”     
Assignment: Read Ch. 13 (pg. 292-315) and answer the following questions. 
 
Part I: Define the following:

1. affirmative action 
2. amalgamation 
3. assimilation 
4. behavior assimilation 
5. cultural pluralism 
6. de facto segregation 
7. de jure segregation 
8. discrimination 
9. ethnic group 
10. genocide 

11. glass ceiling 
12. institutionalized discrimination 
13. Jim Crow 
14. minority 
15. prejudice 
16. race 
17. scapegoating 
18. stereotype 
19. structural assimilation

Part II: Answer these questions: 
20. Why do sociologists define race as a social rather than a physical phenomenon? 
21. When does a racial or ethnic group become a minority group? 
22. What is “the model minority” concept and how has this impacted minority groups in the U.S.? 
23. How has the U.S. government tried to combat institutionalized discrimination, and what have been the 

results? 
24. Why do many African-American intellectuals reject racial preference programs? 
25. What are some alternatives to affirmative action that could help poor minorities? 
26. How do to the three sociological perspectives view aspects of racial and ethnic relations? 
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