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Welcome to Oral Communications!  Standing up in front of people and talking can be quite nerve wracking.  In fact, surveys have shown people fear speaking in public more than death!  Yet most career choices involve some sort of speaking – especially if you want to advance.  So what are we to do?  Just like any other skill, you must understand and practice speaking for it to become a natural part of your day.

In this class, you will be exposed to several different types of speaking, and you will be given the chance to express yourself in many different ways.  My goal for you is to find tools for communicating in any situation, and have the confidence to use those tools for any communication you may have to do, whether in school or out.  You will have many opportunities to speak, including (but not limited to) the following speeches:  introduction, demonstration, interview, logical fallacy, informative, and persuasive.  The last two will count towards the LPS graduation standard.  

Units in this classroom will include:  The communication theory, perception, communication apprehension, listening, nonverbal communication, interpersonal communication, group communication, mass communication, and public addresses.  Passing this class is a requirement for graduation through LPS. 
Materials:  You will need the following items for class:

· Various readings and handouts from outside sources will be provided.  

· A notebook or binder – something to keep everything from this above organized.  I will pick these up from time to time.
· Book:  Glencoe SPEECH
Grading:  Assignments will include:  two required speeches, a number of smaller speeches, rehearsal time, participation in class, an occasional test, various unit assignments which will include homework, and your notebook or binder.  Grading this year on the program will mean that 20% of your grade will be based on formative tasks, and 80% will be based on summative tasks.  Formative tasks are while you’re learning a skill, and summative is when you show me what you know.   Please remember that every grade, no matter the size, adds up!  Speech is subjective – please feel free to ask for clarification.  The best way to get in touch with me outside of the school day is by email – tbender@lps.org   The Pinnacle grade program allows students and parents to see grades and attendance in real time.  I’ll also email or contact parents as necessary about grades as well.
Scale:  A = 90-100     B+ = 85-89     B = 80-84     C+ = 75-79     C = 70-74     D+ = 65-69     D = 60-64     F = 0-59

Classroom Procedures and Expectations:

Here’s some general things you need to know to get along in my class.  Treat people the way you want to be treated (i.e., be a good audience and don’t mess with their stuff), and please ask before using items in my room.  Tardies and truancies can get you kicked out of class, and electronics need to be out of sight and silenced when you walk in the door.  I expect you to turn in work even if it’s late, as speaking and writing skills are built off repetition – and any credit is better than no credit.  And believe me when I say the time you spend rehearsing your speeches really does make all the difference!  Words of advice – don’t get behind!  Almost always, those who don’t succeed in my class have let some things slide.  It doesn’t take long for the small stack of homework to become a mountain, and the bigger it gets, the harder it is to find a place to start.  
Absences:  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get any notes or assignments you have missed.  If you are going to miss school, let me know ahead of time. 

