Children’s Literature
TED Talk Mac Barnett: Why a good book is a secret door

Answer the following questions in your journals, using complete sentences.

1. What does the speaker mean when he states, “a good book is like a secret door”?

2. Choose one of the following quotations from the TED Talk. Explain what you think is meant by this quotation, and how it applies to the role of literature in our lives. 

“We all know that Art is not truth. Art is a lie that makes us realize truth at least the truth that is given us to understand. The artist must know the manner whereby to convince others of the truthfulness of his lies.”-Picasso

“A story, no matter how strange, has some semblance of the truth, and then you’re able to believe it”

“We know these characters aren’t real, but we have these real feelings about them”

3. At the end of his talk, Barnett explains a tie-in to one of his books which allows children to “adopt” a whale, and goes on to play several phone messages one child left for his whale. How does this experience connect to the quote you wrote about in question 2?
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