
The	invention	of	paper has	greatly	affected	the	
course	of	human	history.		In	105	AD	a	Chinese	
man	invented	a	way	to	produce	paper	efficiently.		
Before	the	use	of	paper,	mankind	wrote	stories,	
laws,	monetary	accounts	on	everything	from	
bark	stitched	together	to	tortoise	shells	- this	
made	books	extremely	heavy,	hard	to	handle	and	
rare.		With	the	invention	of	paper	mankind	
would	be	able	to	record	much	more	information-
saving	and	spreading	that	knowledge	to	future	
generations.		This	advanced	paper-making	
technique	 then	spread	to	central	Asia	and	the	
rest	of	the	world	through	the	Silk	Road.		This	
discovery	with	paper	can	be	seen	as	one	of	the	
most	important	ideas	in	world	history.	

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spice_trade
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Gunpowder was	invented	by	the	
Chinese	around	1000	A.D.	when	they	
tried	to	find	a	potion	to	gain	human	
immortality	(never	dying) by	mixing	
sulfur,	charcoal,	and	saltpeter.		The	
Chinese	first	used	gunpowder	in	
fireworks	but	 later	discovered	the	
benefits	of	gunpowder	in	the	
development	of	weapons- creating	the	
world’s	first	grenades,	bombs	and	
rockets.		Gunpowder	traveled	along	the	
Silk	Road	and	ended	up	in	the	hands	of	
Europeans	who	would	later	take	the	
Chinese	invention	to	gain	control	of	
China	in	the	early	1900’s.			

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Blackpowder_%26_Measure.JPG



The	magnetic	compass	originated	in	
China.		Fortune-tellers	 in	China	used	
a	mineral	composed	of	an	iron	oxide,	
called	a	lodestone,	which	
automatically	 aligns	itself	from	north	
to	south.	 	Originally	used	for	fortune	
telling	boards	the	compass	was	
eventually	used	by	explorers	-
especially	those	who	would	take	
ships	out	to	sea	in	order	to	navigate	
the	oceans.		

https://www.flickr.com/photos/hto2008/2719081738

The	use	of	a	compass	allowed	seafarers	to	take	their	ships	out	of	sight	of	land	without	
fear	of	getting	 lost	in	the	ocean.		The	pointing	needle	is	spoon	shaped	and	is	pointing	
always	to	the	south.	 	Arab	merchants	brought	the	compass	to	the	Middle	East	and	
Europe	via	the	Silk	Road	and	it	revolutionized	exploration	in	Afroeurasia.	 	

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compass



Paper money was first developed by
the ancient Chinese around 700 AD,.
Paper money was originally used as
privately issued bills of credit or
exchange notes. A merchant could
deposit his cash in one city and receive a
paper “exchange certificate” which he
could then exchange for metal coins in
other cities. Traditionally before paper
money people either carried large bags
of coins with them to exchange for goods
(HEAVY!) or they took their own goods
and bartered for other goods (what if
someone has what you need but doesn’t
want what you have to give?). Paper
money was also more secure because
someone would have to show up to a
bank and prove who they were before
receiving the money owed them- this
made it harder for thieves to steal
valuables. With the invention of paper
money the Chinese economy started to
boom because more and more trade was
generated- this method of trade has also
largely benefitted every other major
nation since.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banknote



Woodblock printing was
already a widely used technique in
the Tang Dynasty. However, this
kind of printing technology was
expensive and time-consuming.
During the Song Dynasty movable
type printing was invented making
it much easier to print a document.
By creating individual characters
that could be moved about on a
metal sheet, a person could print
one sheet then move the text again
for the next page without having to
carve a whole page by hand again.
This kind of printing technology
spread rapidly to the rest of the
western world via the Silk Road and
helped distribute knowledge to
masses of people that had never had
access to books before.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ivanwalsh/4132732426


