Citizenship by Naturalization

Naturalization:  

· the legal process by which an alien may become a U.S. citizen.

Requirements for becoming a naturalized U.S. citizen 

1) Must be a U.S. resident for at least 5 years 

· exception for spouses (3 years) 

2) Must be 18 years old to apply for citizenship 

3) Must be able to support themselves, read and speak English 

4) Free from certain diseases and mental illness 

5) Cannot be drug addicts or criminals

Steps to becoming a naturalized U.S. citizen

1) File a declaration of intention 

2) Fill out a petition for naturalization 

3) Appear before a naturalization official for an interview.

· Must be a person of good moral character 

· Believe in the principles of the U.S. Constitution.

4) Go through a background check 

5) Attend a final ceremony 

*** Minors – children under age of 18 – automatically become citizens when one of their parents is officially naturalized 

*** Naturalized citizens are not eligible to become president or vice president

