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The Development of Police in the United States

Directions:  Read pages 99-105 and answer the following questions.  For the short answer questions make sure you write in complete sentences.  As always, this assignment will become a part of your portfolio.

English Roots of the American Police
1.  When and where was the first police force formed?

2.  Three major traditions evolved from the English legal system.  What were these major aspects?  Explain.

3.  Why did the people of England fear the creation of a police force?

The Colonial Era and the Early Republic

1.  Explain Boston’s watch system, which started in 1640.

2.  Compare the northern watch systems to the southern slave patrols.

3.  What helped push city governments to consider the creation of professional police forces?

The Political Era:  1840-1920

1.  What where the disadvantages of the close ties between the local political leaders and the new police forces?

2.  How did most cities organize their police forces?

3.  How did the United States Federal Government enforce law in the new western territories?

The Professional Era:  1920-1970

1.  How did the Progressive movement affect American police?

2.  What are the six elements of professional policing?

3.  How did O.W. Wilson effect the organization of the American police?

4.  What was the impression of the American police force by African Americans in the 1960s?

The Community Policing Era:  1970-Present

1.  In the 1970’s the police’s focus moved away from _____________________________ and towards __________________

and __________________________________________ to the community.

2.  Which of the three findings of the research do you find most interesting?  Discuss.

3.  Why does the community policing approach urge the use of foot patrols as opposed to patrolling in a squad car?

4.  Why is there a focus on “little crimes” in this approach?

Homeland Security: The Next Era of Policing?

1.  Hypothesize how the shift towards homeland security and antiterrorism efforts might effect policing in America’s urban centers.
