Name: _____________________________________________

Portfolio #: __________
Chapter 7 Sections 1 & 2 Reading Assignment

Directions:  Answer all of the questions below as you read pages 180-188.  The chart on the last page will coincide with Section 2.  This is a formative assignment.  Each question is worth 3 points.  Answer all questions in COMPLETE SENTENCES.

Section 1:  Equal Justice Under the Law

A Nation of Laws:  

1.  What is the purpose of laws in the United States?

2.  

	Criminal Law
	Civil Law

	Definition:  

3 Examples:


	Definition:  

3 Examples:


3.  How does being a nation of laws both protect and limit freedom? (multiple sentence response)

Sources of Law:

4.

	Law Type
	Definition
	Example
	Other Info

	Statutory Law
	
	
	

	Common Law
	
	
	

	Administrative Law
	
	
	

	Constitutional Law
	
	
	


The Role of our Courts
5.  Define Appeal:

6.  What roles do courts play in society?

Use the “Serving on a Jury” segment of the reading to answer the following question.

7.  How could discrimination in jury selection affect a defendant in a criminal case?

Section 2:  The Federal Court System (each worth 1 pt)

Answers NOT in order in Text:

8.  ________________________________ gave the United States Congress the power to establish lower courts?

9.  The judge in each circuit who has served ___________________________ and is younger than 65 years old is named the _______________________________

10. Federal district judges conduct both ___________________ and ___________________ cases.

11.  A court with _____________________________________ has the power to review decisions made by lower courts.

10.  Define jurisdiction:  

12.  Unlike the Court of Appeals or Supreme Court, the U.S. District courts have _______________.

13.  Our 94 district courts are divided into twelve _____________________________________.

14.  Why are federal judges appointed for life at a fixed salary?

15.  In most cases the decision made by the Court of Appeals is final but it can be appealed to the ___________________________________

16.  District courts nearly always have _________________________________________ in federal court cases; which means they are usually the first court to hear the cases.

17.  In the Courts of Appeals the judges do not determine innocence or _____________ but instead whether or not the law was _____________________________ correctly.

18.  All in all the Federal Court System consists of ___________ District Courts, including one in each state AND Washington D.C. 

19. In what three scenarios does the Supreme Court have original jurisdiction?

FEDERAL

COURT 

SYSTEM 

CHART

THE SUPREME COURT **





US COURT OF APPEALS**





US COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE FEDERAL CIRCUIT





US TAX COURTS AND VARIOUS REGULATORY COMMISSIONS COURTS





US DISTRICT COURTS (INCLUDING TERRITORIAL COURTS)**





US COURT OF FEDRAL CLAIMS AND VARIOUS ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCIES





US COURT OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE





US COURTS OF APPEALS FOR VETERANS CLAIMS





Directions:  Add 4 facts about each of the three starred (**) boxes on the chart.  We will add more to the chart as a class.








