Civics D:  Course Outline Fall Semester 2013
Mr. Craft

Week 1: Building a Community of Learners
Standard 2:  Essential Question:  How do democratic concepts impact our power as citizens? (4-5 weeks)



- Historic Foundation of Democracy, Social Contract Theory




*Key Terms:  Rule of Law, Magna Carta, John Locke, Government



- History of Constitution and Bill of Rights




*Key Terms:  Declaration of Independence, Federalism, Constitution, Amendments



- Skills of an Informed Citizen




*Key Terms:  Political Parties, Political Spectrum, Propaganda, Media Bias

Standard 3:  Essential Question:  How does the structure of government help preserve our democratic principles? (9-10 weeks)



- Roles and Functions of the Branches of Government




*Key Terms:  Separation of Powers, Checks and Balances, 3 Branches of Gov’t



- Roles and Functions of the State and Local Governments




*Key Terms:  Unicameral, Nonpartisan, City Council, County Board



- Relationship between Tribal and State Governments




*Key Terms:  Sovereignty, NE Tribal Nations, BIA, Reservations, Treaties

Standard 1:  Essential Question:  How can we become empowered citizens?  (2-3 Weeks)



- Rights, roles, and responsibilities of citizenship




*Key Terms:  Naturalization, Citizenship, Common Welfare, Civic Virtue



- Current Issues Unit




*Key Terms:  Immigration, Health Care, Varies

Final Exams:  December 18, 19, 20

The Good Citizen Initiative:  The guiding principle of the Good Citizen Initiative (GCI) is that all students who graduate from all Lincoln Public Schools should be able to demonstrate actions that represent a citizen who understands the importance personal responsibility to preserve our democratic ideology by being an engaged citizen.  The Good Citizen Initiative is an opportunity for students to not only learn the practical applications of their studies, but to also become actively contributing citizens and community members through the service they perform.
- Throughout the semester you will complete 5 GCI hours.  The hours will come through a variety of in class and out of class activities.  One potential opportunity will take place through LPStudentServe in October
