Article Questions:

Why Are So Many American’s in Prison?

1. What three things have happened since the crime wave of 1991 ended to keep the prison population on the rise?  Explain.
2. According to the article, why are admitting more people to prison?
3. Who was Joe Hynes and why is he important to this article?
4. According to this article, what reform would most likely help reduce mass incarceration in America?

Mass Incarceration Didn’t Lower Crime, But Can Congress Be Convinced?

1. What has happened percentage wise to violent crime and imprisonment since 1991?  Why do YOU think that is?
2. What does the Brennan Center study say about imprisonment?
3. According to the article what “other” theories exist for the decrease in crime?
4. Briefly explain the new pieces of legislation working through Congress regarding mass incarceration and how they may work to reduce prison population?
5. Why is criminal justice reform supported by both the right and the left? 

The Arguments For and Against Mandatory Minimum Sentencing

1. Outline the arguments against mandatory minimum sentencing as written in this article.
2. Outline the arguments defending mandatory minimum sentencing as written in this article.
3. What are your personal thoughts about mandatory minimum sentences?  Why?
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