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Naming Ionic Compounds

To name a 
compound that 
contains two 
elements,

• identify the cation
and anion.

• name the cation first 
followed by the 
name of the anion.

To name a 
compound that 
contains polyatomic 
ion(s),

• identify the cation
and anion.

• name the cation first 
followed by the 
name of the anion.

*use polayatomic ion 
chart*
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Formula           Ions Name
cation  anion

NaCl Na+ Cl- sodium chloride
K2S K+ S2- potassium sulfide
MgCO3 Mg2+  CO3

2- magnesium carbonate
Ca(NO2) Ca2+   NO2

- calcium nitrate
Al2O3 Al3+     O2- aluminum oxide

Examples of Ionic Compounds


