Student Background Information/Timeline

What caused World War I?
By the turn of the 20th century, life in Europe was as good as it had ever been.  In spite of the fact that Europe was the smallest continent in the world, some of the countries within it controlled huge empires that circled the entire globe.  Average Europeans had a higher standard of living than people elsewhere, the countries they lived in had the most modern technology available, and the economic strength of most European countries was unmatched anywhere else on Earth.  Even Europe’s cultural characteristics such as art and music were the envy of much of the rest of the world.  Europeans had organized the first modern Olympics in 1896 and Europe was also home to the First Universal Peace Conference in 1899.  Most importantly, the continent had been relatively peaceful since the fall of Napoleon in 1815.  So how was it, then, that such a place could be the scene of the most horrific, violent, and disturbing war the world had ever seen?  What caused such a catastrophe?  Who should ultimately be held responsible for the mutilation and death of millions of people and the destruction of an entire continent?  Was the war inevitable even before the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria?  As you examine the following documents, keep in mind this question:  What caused World War I?    

- 1815: end of the Napoleonic Wars

- 1870-1871: Franco-Prussian War

- 1882: Germany forms the Triple Alliance with Austria-Hungary and Italy

- 1896: first modern Olympics

- 1907: France, Britain, and Russia for the Triple Entente (alliance)

- 1912-1913: Balkans Wars in Eastern Europe (several Eastern European nations attack the Ottoman Empire)

- June 28, 1914: the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary by Serbian terrorists known as the Black Hand

- July 5, 1914: Germany gives Austria-Hungary a “blank check” offering unconditional support of the nation if it goes to war against Serbia
- July 28, 1914: Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia, effectively starting 

World War I
- April 26, 1915: Italy joins the war on the side of the Triple Entente

Guiding Questions
Document A

1. Contextualization: In 1882, Germany formed the Triple Alliance with Italy and Austria-Hungary.  What impact do you think that event had on this treaty?
2. Close Reading: Summarize each provision in six words or less.

3. Close Reading: Why is the third provision potentially devastating to Germany?
Document B 
1. Sourcing: What is the author’s purpose in producing this chart?
2. Close Reading: Which country spent the most on armaments from 1890-1914?  Which country spent the least?

3. Close Reading: Based on these numbers, did the Triple Alliance or Triple Entente have more invested in armaments leading up to the beginning of the war?  Explain why you think this was the case.

Document C 
1. Sourcing: Who published this cartoon about Great Britain?  How do you think they hope to portray Great Britain?

2. Contextualization: Given that this propaganda was published in 1917, when Europe was already 3 years into the war, why do you think Germany published this cartoon?

3. Close Reading: What claims does this source make about England?  How is this illustrated?
4. Corroboration: What other countries might agree with this piece of German propaganda? What countries would disagree?
Document D
1. Close Reading: According to Dimitrevic, why will Serbia end up fighting a war with Austria?  What does he hope to gain from a war with Austria?

2. Close Reading: Besides its main purpose of uniting all Serbs, what other goals does the “Union or Death” organization have?  What must individuals give up in order to achieve the goals of the organization?  Use text evidence to support your answers.
3. Corroboration: What do the newspaper account and excerpt from the bylaws have in common?
Name____________________________________________ Date_______ Period____

Document Chart – What caused World War I?

Directions: As you read through and analyze the documents, place each document in the appropriate cause box.  Explain why you placed the document with the cause using evidence from the document to support your conclusions.
	ALLIANCES
	MILITARISM

	
	

	NATIONALISM
	IMPERIALISM (Competition)

	
	


Student Response - What caused WWI?

Directions: Using evidence from the documents, write about what you believe to be the main cause of World War I.  


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Extension: Do you believe World War I could have been prevented?  Explain.


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

History Assessment of Thinking

Directions: Using the following political cartoon to answer the question that follows.

[image: image1.png]THE FOOL AND HIS FOLLY!





Question: Where do you believe this document was published, and when?  Briefly explain your answer.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

History Assessment of Thinking
Directions: Use the following excerpts to answer the questions.

…we realize that without power, without a strong army and a strong navy, there can be no welfare for us.  The means of fighting the battle for existence in this world without strong armaments on land and water, for a nation soon to count sixty millions, living in the centre of Europe and at the same time stretching out its economic feelers in all directions, have not yet been found.  In the coming century the German nation will be either the hammer or the anvil.

Source: Prince Bernhard von Bulow, German Chancellor, speech to Reichstag, December 11, 1899
Question 1: Use evidence from the passage above to justify the following statement: Militarism was a main cause of World War I.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

