Student Background Information/Timeline

Was appeasement the right policy for Britain in 1938?

In the 1930s, challenges to the peace of the world were certainly plentiful.  Dictators in Europe and Japan saw people’s desire for peace “at any cost” as a sign of political weakness.  They began responding with acts of aggression that left people across Europe and Asia fearful that another world war might not be avoided.  

Because Nazi Germany was a part of the European continent, the British were particularly worried about the aggressive policies of Germany’s Adolf Hitler.  Hitler made no secret of his desire to create a “Third Reich” and gain “living space” for the German people, whom he considered to be part of a “master race” of people who had the duty of subjugating others who were not part of their “race.”  In 1938, Hitler carried out the Anschluss by invading Austria and making it part of greater Germany.  Hitler next insisted that the three million Germans living in the Sudetenland of Czechoslovakia also become part of greater Germany.  While the people of Czechoslovakia held out hope that Great Britain and France would go to war with Germany to prevent this from happening, they were wrong.  The British and France attempted to negotiate with Hitler, but he refused.  Their next step was to choose a policy of appeasement, in which they would give in to Hitler’s demands in return for the peace they desperately wanted.  Neville Chamberlain, the Prime Minister of Great Britain, met with Hitler in Germany.  In the end, Chamberlain proudly proclaimed that he had achieved “peace in our time.”  He got his peace; Hitler got the Sudetenland.  Sensing even greater weakness from the British and French, Hitler had his German forces use their “blitzkrieg” tactics and invade Poland on September 1, 1939.  The European theatre of World War II had now begun.  As you examine the following documents, keep this question in mind:  Was appeasement the right policy for Britain in 1938?
- March 13, 1938:  Germany annexes Austria (the Anschluss)
- September 22-24, 1938:  Britain’s Neville Chamberlain meets with Germany’s 

Adolf Hitler in Germany to discuss the situation in Czechoslovakia  
- September 29, 1938:  Germany, Italy, Great Britain, and France sign the Munich Agreement.  In writing, Hitler agrees the Sudetenland will be his “last territorial demand”
- March 14-15, 1939:  Germany breaks the Munich Agreement and occupies the rest of Czechoslovakia
- March 31, 1939:  France and Great Britain agree to support Poland if it is attacked by Germany
- September 1, 1939:  Germany invades Poland

-September 3, 1939:  Honoring their support of Poland, Great Britain and France declare war on Germany

Name__________________________________________________________________________ Date__________ Period______

Document Chart – Was Appeasement the right policy for Britain in 1938?

· Document A – Neville Chamberlain, 1938
First Read: This document is (circle one) FOR or AGAINST appeasement because ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Second Read: Answer the following questions, using text evidence wherever possible.
1. Sourcing: Who is Chamberlain’s audience for this speech?  What is his purpose for giving this speech?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Contextualization: Why might people in England in 1938 support appeasement?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Close Reading: What did Chamberlain claim England should do while pursuing the policy of appeasement?  What might that say about Chamberlain’s confidence in the policy?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Document B – Winston Churchill, 1938
First Read: This document is (circle one) FOR or AGAINST appeasement because ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Second Read: Answer the following questions, using text evidence wherever possible.

1. Sourcing: Who is Churchill’s audience for this speech?  What is his purpose for giving this speech?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Close Reading: What does Churchill mean when he said instead of “snatching” Hitler’s “victuals from the table,” Chamberlain “has been content to have them served to him course by course”?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Contextualization: In paragraph 2, what does Churchill claim could have prevented Germany from taking the Sudetenland?  Does he offer any evidence for this claim?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Close Reading: What does Churchill predict will happen in Czechoslovakia?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Document C – Bartlett, 1960

First Read: This document is (circle one) FOR or AGAINST appeasement because ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Second Read: Answer the following questions, using text evidence wherever possible.

1. Contextualization: Given that this document was written in 1960, what do you think was Bartlett’s purpose in writing it?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Close Reading: What does Bartlett claim Hitler would have done if Chamberlain had “stood firm” and not pursued appeasement?  What evidence does Bartlett offer to support his claim?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Document D – Channon, 1938

First Read: This document is (circle one) FOR or AGAINST appeasement because ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Second Read: Answer the following questions, using text evidence wherever possible.

1. Contextualization: What had just happened when this document was written?  How might that impact the content of the document?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Close Reading: Why does Channon claim appeasement was the right policy?  What, if any, evidence does he use to back this claim?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name________________________________________________________________________ Date___________ Period_______

Letter to Neville Chamberlain
It is the year 1938.  Continued aggression from Germany has brought the entire world to the brink of war.  Write a letter to British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain advising him on the policy of Appeasement.  Using at least five pieces of evidence from the previous documents, and taking into account the context of the time, tell Mr. Chamberlain what to do.

Dear Prime Minister Chamberlain,

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sincerely,

_____________________________________________________________________ 

History Assessment of Thinking (HAT)


When all has been said, one fact remains dominant and unchallengeable.  When war did come a year later (in 1939) it found a country and Commonwealth (the United Kingdom) wholly united within itself, convinced to the foundations of soul and conscience that every conceivable effort had been made to find the way of sparing Europe the ordeal of war, and that no alternative remained.  And that was the best thing that Chamberlain did.

Source: Excerpt from the memoirs of Lord Halifax, British Foreign Secretary from 1938 to 1940, written in 1957.

Full Text Available: the Earl of Halifax, The Fullness of Days, Dodd, Mead, and Co., 1957.

1. Sourcing: Lord Halifax was the British Foreign Secretary from 1938 to 1940.  How might his position impact his opinions on appeasement?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Contextualization: Lord Halifax’s memoirs were written twelve years after World War II ended.  How might this impact his opinions on appeasement?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Close Reading: Does Lord Halifax support the policy of appeasement?  Why or why not?  Give specific evidence from the text to support your answer.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Corroboration: What individuals or groups of people might agree with Lord Halifax?  Disagree?  Explain.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

