Document A (excerpted)

France and Russia, being animated by an equal desire to preserve peace, and having no other object than to meet the necessities of a defensive war… have agreed upon the following provisions:

1. If France is attacked by Germany, or by Italy supported by Germany, Russia shall employ all her available forces to attack Germany.  If Russia is attacked by Germany, or by Austria supported by Germany, France shall employ all her available forces to fight Germany.

2. In case the forces of the Triple Alliance, or of one of the Powers composing it, should mobilize, France and Russia, at the first news of the event and without the necessity of any previous concert, shall mobilize immediately and simultaneously the whole of their forces and shall move them as close as possible to their frontiers.

3. The available forces to be employed against Germany shall be, on the part of France, 1,300,000 men, on the part of Russia, 700,000 or 800,000 men.  These forces shall engage to the full, with all speed, in order that Germany may have to fight at the same time on the East and on the West.

Source:  Excerpt from the Franco-Russian Military Convention (treaty), 1893.

 Word Bank:

 animated – full of life, action or spirit; lively

 concert – combined action
Full Text Available: www.angelfire.com/rnb/struggle/frarusmilitarytreaty.html
Document B (adapted)
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Source: Adapted from “The London Times History of the World,” new edition edited by Richard Overy, 1999.

 Word Bank:

 armaments – rifles, trucks, tanks, siege guns, warships, etc.
Document C (adapted)
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The British Octopus:

Freiheit Der Meere = Freedom of the Seas

England Der Blutsauger der Welt = England is the Bloodsucker of the World

Source: German propaganda cartoon, 1917, GE104A, Poster Collection, Hoover Institution Archives
Document D (excerpted)

The newspaper account and the excerpt from the bylaws of the Black Hand show the feelings some Serbs had of the situation in Europe before the First World War.

#1: The war between Serbia and Austria… is inevitable.  If Serbia wants to live in honor, she can only do this by war.  This war is determined by our obligation to our traditions and the world of culture.  This war derives from the duty of our race, which will not permit itself to be assimilated.  This war must bring about the eternal freedom of Serbia, of the South Slavs, of the Balkan peoples.  Our whole race must stand together to halt the onslaught of these aliens from the north.  
Source: Colonel Dragutin Dimitrevic, head of Serbian military intelligence and the founder of the secret society, “Union or Death,” (“The Black Hand”) 1912 newspaper excerpt

Full Text Available: James Joll’s “The Origins of the First World War, New York: Addison Wesley Longman, 1992.

#2:  Article 1.  This organization is created for the purpose of realizing the national ideal: the union of all Serbs.  Membership is open to every Serb, without distinction of sex, religion, or place of birth, and to all those who are sincerely devoted to this cause.

Article 2.  This organization prefers terrorist action to intellectual propaganda, and for this reason it must remain absolutely secret.

Article 4.  To fulfill its purpose, the organization will do the following:  


1. Exercise influence on government circles, on the various social classes, and on  

the entire social life of the kingdom of Serbia…;

2. Organize revolutionary action in all territories inhabited by Serbs;

3. Beyond the frontiers of Serbia, fight with all means the enemies of the Serbian 
national idea;


4. Maintain amicable relations with all states, peoples, organizations, and 
individuals who support Serbia and the Serbian element;


5. Assist those nations and organizations that are fighting for their own national 
liberation and unification…
Article 30.  On entering the organization, each member must know that he loses his own personality, that he can expect neither personal glory nor personal profit…Consequently, any member who endeavors to exploit the organization for personal, social, or party motives, will be punished.  If by his acts he harms the organization itself, his punishment will be death.

Source: “By-Laws of the Organization Union or Death,” from M. Boghitchevitch, May 9, 1911

 Word Bank:

 assimilated – absorbed

 amicable – friendly

 endeavors – attempts; to try
Full Text Available: http://wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/Constitution_of_the_Black_Hand
