Student Background Information/Timeline

How did Theodor Herzl encourage Jewish nationalism?
In 1894, a young Jewish journalist named Theodor Herzl attended what was soon to become the most famous trial France had seen since the days of the French Revolution.  The defendant in the trial was a French army officer named Alfred Dreyfus.  Dreyfus, a Jew, had been accused of spying on France for Germany.  Neither Dreyfus nor his lawyer were allowed to see the evidence that was brought against him by his accusers.  He was quickly found guilty and sentenced to life in prison at the notorious Devil’s Island (although he was later released from prison when a French court cleared him of all charges).  It was clear that the verdict had its roots in anti-Semitism and that Dreyfus had really been convicted for the “crime” of being Jewish.  As he covered the trial, Herzl was horrified to hear crowds of people angrily shouting “Death to the Jews!”  Like many others, he came to realize that Western Europe was becoming a very dangerous place for Jews.  With Jews also being persecuted in Russia, Herzl became determined to create a separate state for Jews in Palestine, the ancient home of the Jewish people and the location of the city of Jerusalem.  This movement became known as Zionism and began with Herzl organizing the First Zionist Congress.  Sadly, Theodor Herzl never lived to see his dream fulfilled, having died in 1904.  His followers carried on his movement, though, and the modern state of Israel was finally founded in 1948.  
- 1895: Theodor Herzl attends the trial of Alfred Dreyfus

- 1896: Theodor Herzl writes his book The Jewish State
- 1897: Herzl organizes the first meeting of the First Zionist Congress

- 1904: Theodor Herzl dies

- 1917: Britain issues the Balfour Declaration, advocating for the development of a “national home for the Jewish people” in Palestine

- 1948: foundation of the modern state of Israel

Name___________________________________________________________________ Period____

Document Chart – How did Theodor Herzl encourage Jewish nationalism?
As you read the documents, answer the following questions, using text evidence wherever possible.
1. Sourcing: Who is Herzl’s audience for this speech?  How does that impact his tone?  Would his tone be different if he were speaking to the British Parliament?  Why?

​​​​​​​​​
____________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Contextualization: How will recent events like the Dreyfus Affair impact Herzl’s message and tone?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Corroboration: Both of these documents are excerpts from Herzl’s speech.  

a) What other types of documents would be helpful in answering the framing question?  Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b) What other perspectives would be helpful in answering the framing question?  Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Thank You Theodor!

Directions: You are a Jewish citizen living in the newly created state of Israel in 1948.  Write a letter to Theodor Herzl’s family thanking them for what their family member did to lead to the creation of a separate state for Jews.  Be sure to detail specific things Herzl did to encourage Jewish nationalism by using evidence from the primary and secondary sources.
Dear Herzl Family,

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sincerely,

_______________________________________________________________
