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Document A (modified, excerpted)
Theodor Herzl was the founder of Zionism, the political movement whose core belief is that the Jewish people are entitled to a homeland and a state of their own. Though he died decades before the creation of the Jewish state, many in Israel regard Herzl as the father of their country. 

Herzl was born in Budapest, Hungary on May 2, 1860 to Jewish parents… Though for the most part assimilated into European middle-class culture, Herzl's parents sent their son to a Jewish school when he was a boy. His family moved to Vienna, where Herzl found a place at the University of Vienna's law school. 

While in Vienna, Herzl joined a German student organization named Albia, which he resigned from two years later to protest the fraternity's resolution to no longer admit Jews. In the interim, Herzl had read an anti-Semitic book by Karl Eugen Dühring entitled The Jewish Problem as a Question of Race, Morals, and Culture, alerting him to the growing threat posed by anti-Semitism. 

… In 1884, Herzl embarked on a career in journalism… Two years later, he secured a position as the Paris correspondent for a prominent Vienna newspaper. 

In Paris, rising anti-Semitism drew Herzl's attention once again to the "Jewish problem," which from his perspective illustrated the need to create tolerance, while from the perspective of anti-Semites it was how to contain or eliminate what they saw as Jewish influence in society. At first, Herzl suggested that all Jews convert to Christianity, but he soon rejected that solution. The Dreyfus affair was instrumental in changing his mind. As a journalist, Herzl attended the proceedings associated with the scandal.  The intensity of the hatred convinced Herzl that no amount of assimilation would end anti-Semitism. The solution, therefore, was for Jews to leave the countries where anti-Semitism flourished and create a homeland of their own. 

In the same year as the Dreyfus affair, Herzl wrote his influential work, The Jewish State, which outlined his plan. Its publication in 1896—in German, English, Hebrew, French, Russian, and Romanian—drew numerous Jews to the new cause… Over the remaining nine years of his life, Herzl made some important inroads on his project, and he lived to see what came to be known as the Zionist movement (Zion is another name for Jerusalem) gain a firm footing within European Jewry. 

At first, Herzl had not pointed to Palestine (the biblical land of Israel, from which the Jewish people had been expelled by the Romans nearly 2,000 years earlier) as the only possible site for the Jewish state. He soon came to believe, however, that only the holy land would have the power to draw the masses of the Jewish people. In 1896, Herzl attempted to negotiate with the Ottoman Empire, which ruled Palestine at the time, to sponsor a Jewish state in Palestine, but was rejected. Herzl pressed on, financing and editing a newspaper dedicated to Zionism and organizing the First Zionist Congress, which first met in August 1897. This congress created the World Zionist Organization, which declared itself the political representation of the Jewish people on their way to statehood. Herzl served as president of the organization for the next six years. 


In the last years of his life, Herzl met with officials in Russia, Italy and within the Catholic Church. Though these meetings led nowhere, wherever Herzl traveled, he was appreciative of the increasingly enthusiastic reception he received from the Jewish masses. In the summer of 1904, he fell ill and died on July 3, in Edlach, Austria. His movement carried on his work, however, and the state of Israel came into being in 1948.

Excerpted/Modified from: "Theodor Herzl." World History: The Modern Era. ABC-CLIO, 2012. Web. 17 July 2012

Document B (modified, excerpted)

In this excerpt from Herzl’s speech, he justifies the movement and describes how simply the movement’s goals could be achieved.

The idea which I have developed in this pamphlet is a very old one:  It is the restoration of the Jewish State.  The world resounds with outcries against the Jews, and these outcries have awakened the slumbering idea….  We are a people – one people….  If only we could be left in peace….  

(However,) oppression and persecution cannot exterminate us.  No nation on earth has survived such struggles and sufferings as we have gone through….

Let the sovereignty be granted over us a portion of the globe large enough to satisfy the rightful requirements of a nation; the rest we shall manage for ourselves....

We must not imagine the departure of the Jews to be a sudden one.  It will be gradual, continuous, and will cover many decades.  The poorest will go first to cultivate the soil….  they will construct roads, bridges, railways and telegraph installations; regulate rivers; and build their own dwellings; their labor will create trade, trade will create markets and markets will attract new settlers….

Source:  Excerpted from Theodor Herzl’s speech given before the First Zionist Congress held in Switzerland in 1897


 Word Bank:

 restoration – renewal; reestablishment
 sovereignty – self-rule
Full Text Available: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1896herzl.asp

Document C (modified, excerpted)

In another excerpt from his speech, Herzl discusses how the formation of a Jewish state could occur and the positive impact that would have on the “Jewish question.”

….  Nobody is considering a complete and total exodus of the Jews from anywhere.  Those who wish to stay and are capable of staying and assimilating will stay where they are and assimilate.  If, after the agreement is made with the authorized political powers, the exit of the Jews will begin with all due order, it will continue in each country only to the extent that that country wishes to be rid of Jews.  What will cause the exodus to stop?  Quite simply by the gradual waning, and eventual disappearance of anti-Semitism.  This is our understanding of how we anticipate the solution to the Jewish question.

Source:  Excerpted from Theodor Herzl’s speech given before the First Zionist Congress held in Switzerland in 1897


 Word Bank:

 exodus – departure of a large number of people 
 waning – to decrease in strength
Full Text Available: http://www.zionism-israel.com/Theodor_Herzl_Zionist_Congress_Speech_1897.htm
