AP French – Madame Maupin




      2015-2016
Description officielle en anglais
This course is designed to meet the needs of highly motivated students interested in a college-level, intensive language study through language immersion, and will be conducted in French. By stressing reading, writing, speaking and listening, students will work towards proficiency in interpersonal, interpretive and presentational communication. By using the six course themes outlined in the AP curriculum, students will increase their cultural knowledge and experience with the Francophone world through comparison with their own cultural experience. AP French will enable advanced French students to improve writing skills and problem-solving techniques in preparation for the AP French Language Exam. Students will explore the French-speaking world through a variety of perspectives based on authentic and up-to-date materials and the use of French literature, art, and media, while gaining a better understanding of themselves and their classmates.

The AP class will be a challenging and serious course, providing students with the opportunity to truly improve their language skills and the opportunity to take the AP exam, should they choose to do so.  
Matières



Allons au-delà and APprenons will be used as the main “text” in class, but we will use many other print and internet sources.  In addition, we will read various works of literature which will be handed out and brought to class each day that we are working on the unit.  Additional resources for study, review and research are available for check-out (ask Madame if you need them).  You will need to have a binder or sturdy folder for organizing your materials (I can provide one for you if needed).   Purchasing a French/English dictionary is advisable.  There are dictionaries to use in class, but students often like to have one to use at home. There may be times when I use social media to ‘tweet’ an assignment with the expectation that it be completed at home in preparation for the next class period’s activity. Please let Madame know if you have limited internet access.
Les thèmes de chaque semester
Semester 1 Themes:  La Quête de Soi (Personal and Public Identities), La Famille et la Communauté (Family and Communities), La vie contemporaine (Contemporary Life); Literature Unit 
Semester 2 Themes: Les Défis Mondiaux (Global Challenges), La Science et la Technologie (Science and Technology), L’esthétique (Beauty and Aesthetics); AP exam practice, Literature Unit 
Les objectifs du cours
LISTENING
· Identify and summarize the main points and significant details and make appropriate inferences and predictions from a spoken source, such as a broadcast news report or a lecture on an academic or cultural topic related to the French-speaking world.
· Identify and summarize the main points and significant details and predict outcomes from an every day conversation on a familiar topic, a dialogue from a film or other broadcast media, or an interview on a social or cultural topic related to the French-speaking world.
SPEAKING
· Daily oral participation, either formal (presentations) or informal (dialogues, discussions, personal stories, games, etc.)
· Describe, narrate, and present information or persuasive arguments on the thematic topics with grammatical control and good pronunciation in various oral presentations.
· Initiate, maintain and close a conversation on a familiar or thematic topic.
· Formulate questions to seek clarification or additional information.
AP COMPOSITION/ESSAY WRITING (Presentational, Interpretive)
· Writing cohesive and coherent analytical or persuasive essays in reaction to a text or on a personal, academic, cultural or social topic, with control of grammar and syntax.
· Writing will focus on thesis writing, brainstorming, organization, transitional terms, actual writing and peer review.
· Writing modern examples of communication such as emails, blogs, texts, etc.
· Comparing and contrasting how various cultures view the AP Themes.
READING
· Excerpts from literary texts from various genres and styles are incorporated in order to expose students to different types of reading from the Francophone world.
· Current event articles chosen either from print or online sources are included to broaden the cultural awareness of students, enrich the courses themes and provide further speaking and writing opportunities
CULTURE AND TECHNOLOGY
· Recognize cultural elements implicit in oral and written texts.
· Use local and international authentic media/sources, including museums, film festivals, news clips and documentaries, as well as Internet resources to further communication.
AP French students will be assessed on the following three performance based criteria:

ORAL PERFORMANCE – based on daily informal in-class participation along with interpersonal speaking assessments and oral presentation in cultural topics, graded using the AP scoring guidelines.  NO ENGLISH IS ALLOWED!!

WRITTEN PERFORMANCE – based on essays and interpersonal writing assignments, graded using the AP scoring guidelines
READING AND LISTENING PERFORMANCE – based on both informal (in-class activities) and formal (in the format of the AP exam) assessments.
In a nutshell, we will complete quizzes, projects, compositions, conversation and oral presentations, and various practice activities for the AP exam. 
This class will include a comprehensive semester final that will comprise roughly 15-20% of the student’s overall grade, depending on the progress of the individual class, and can vary from year to year.

Soyez ici et à l’heure!    


Much of what we do will be oral work in pairs or groups, working with different people every day.  It is difficult to plan and do this kind of activity if there are absences, so please keep absences to a minimum and let me know if you plan to be absent in advance.  I will also post what we did each day on my website or calendar (http://wp.lps.org/lmaupin/), which you are expected to check at home.  If you are absent, you will need to make arrangements to make up oral/class work outside class time.

Autres choses importantes

*Be responsible and respectful to all.

*Work hard, contribute to the class, be a good partner or group member.

*No electronic devices or other distractions in class at all, unless otherwise instructed by Madame.  

*On-line translators, in any capacity, ARE NOT YOUR FRIEND, are considered plagiarism, and will be treated as such (read ‘academic integrity statement’ and see below).

*Be an active learner, take notes, stay current on your work

*Take risks, especially while speaking French!!

**Amusons-nous et apprenons beaucoup!

Academic Integrity


Please read the East Academic Integrity Statement found in your handbook and below. After reading the AP Expectations and the East Academic Integrity Statement, you will be asked to sign a document stating that you have done so and that you understand both items.

As stated in the 2015-2016 East High Student Handbook, 

Academic Dishonesty – “Any act that violates the rights of another in academic work or that involves misrepresentation of a student’s work is considered dishonest. Scholastic dishonesty includes (but is not limited to) cheating on assignments and examinations; plagiarism, which means misrepresenting as one’s own work that which has been done by another student; submitting the same or substantially similar papers for more than one course without the consent of all instructors concerned; depriving another of necessary course materials; or sabotaging another’s work.”

Plagiarism – Using someone else’s exact words or ideas, or phrasing and representing those words or ideas as your own is a serious offense known as plagiarism. “Ideas or phrasing” includes written or spoken material, from whole papers and paragraphs, to sentences and phrases – but it also includes statistics, lab results, artwork, etc. “Someone else” can mean a professional source, such as a published writer or critic in a book, magazine, encyclopedia,

or journal; an electronic resource such as material discovered on the World Wide

Web; another student, friend or family member at this school or anywhere else; a paperwriting “service” (online or otherwise) that offers to sell papers for a fee or a free service.

This was adapted from Guide to Writing Research Papers, MLA http://webster.Comment.edu/mla.plagiarism.shtml. 

_________________________________

Madame Maupin’s electronic policy for French class:

Unless specified by Madame, your electronic device (phone, iPad, laptop, etc.) will be turned off and kept out of sight for the entirety of the class. If I see it (on your desk, under your desk in your lap) it will be taken, every time.

First occurrence: device is kept until the end of the period; contact home.

Second occurrence: device is kept until the end of the school day; contact home. 

Third occurrence: device is kept until the end of the week; contact home, referral to administrator. 

**For a more extensive syllabus, please see the syllabi link on Madame’s website (http://wp.lps.org/lmaupin/syllabi/).

I have received, read and understand the classroom expectations for French class as well as the Academic Integrity statement for Lincoln East High School.
________________________________   _____________________________


     (print student name)

               (student signature)

Parent signature ______________________________ Date ___________________ 
Rated R Movie Parent Permission Form for AP French
Dear Parent or Guardian, 






               2015-2016

Students in AP French will discuss many complex themes and as part of our AP curriculum, and in order to further analyze these themes, we will be viewing various films throughout the year. Some of the films may be rated R for adult  language/ content, thus warranting a parent signature. While watching any film, we do character analysis and activities related to the film in the target language, and will have speaking activities throughout the viewing. An alternative activity will be available for students not wishing to watch the movie.  Thank you for your consideration of this matter.  

Lisa Maupin
World Language Department

Lincoln East High School
Yes- I, ________________________ will allow _____________________ to watch films in AP French class. 

Date: _________________

No- I, ________________________ would like _____________________ to participate in an alternative activity.  

Date: _________________
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