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From the office of the PTO President:
My fellow Panthers, here are some reminders about Fourth Quarter:
With several field trips coming up, the 5th grade team will need parent volunteers to help with supervision. Even if you do not have the power of super vision, we’d love to have your assistance. Please let your classroom teacher know that you are willing and able to volunteer. We could also use volunteers to help with the Walkathon. Please note, the date of the Walkathon has changed. The Walkathon will be held May 6th. If you are available to volunteer for the Walkathon on May 6th, please contact me—Jen Jorges. 
Don’t forget the last PTO General Meeting will be April 7th at 6:30pm. This would be a great meeting to attend. Finally, don’t forget to sign up for the Mayor’s Run! 
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March is a month full of changes. Peyton Manning is retiring. The Rams are moving. Husker spring ball is beginning. March Madness is coming. Days are lengthening. Winter is abating. Spring is approaching. Puberty is hitting. House pets are shedding. Middle School is nearing. 

The Times, 
They Are A Changin’


[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Yet, through all the changing winds, one idea must remain unmoved and unchanged. It would be easy to sit back now and ride the winds of change to the end of the year. But, we must remain strong. As Teddy Roosevelt once said: “Nothing in the world is worth having or worth doing unless it means effort, pain, difficulty… I have never in my life envied a human being who led an easy life. I have envied a great many people who led difficult lives and led them well.” A 5th grade education is worth having. We still have work to do. 
We have not reached the top yet. In fact, everything we’ve done so far this year has only prepared us for the big game. As we move through the month of March, we must remember and remind each other to stay focused and intent. Whatever we did before, we must now do it better… because we can. 

Be it a mountain, a tree or a staircase; No one ever reached the top by sitting at the bottom staring up.—Kale Riley
NeSA is coming!
NeSA is coming!
NeSA is coming!
Our 5th graders will take the Nebraska State Assessment (NeSA) later this quarter. The assessment window is open from March 21st through April 22nd. While it only shows a quick snapshot of what are students are capable; these assessments are extremely important. Along with being attentive in class and staying focused on the lessons it is essential that our students do their homework and continue to work on their good study habits. Please start now encouraging your student(s) to get a good night’s sleep every night before school and remind them to stay focused in class. Our students have the potential to hit this assessment out of the park; let’s continue to work hard to help them make that possible.
The Prescott Science Fair was held February 26th. 
It was a tremendous success. Students from all grades participated with projects from volcanoes to crystals. 
The biggest demonstration of the night was the students who proved that we can all be and, in fact, we all are scientists. 
Congratulations to everyone who participated! A special thank-you goes out to Mrs. Orellana who coordinated the fair.

Science Fair is Done!
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[image: ][image: ]Effort and attitude go together like… chocolate and peanut butter, Archie and Jughead, Fred and Barney, Scooby and Shaggy, Ash and Pikachu, milk and honey, Panthers and Pride.
When our attitude works with our effort; there is little we cannot accomplish… when our attitude works against our effort; there is little we can accomplish.
Sometimes, especially after a few setbacks, we can find ourselves believing we’ll never get there—wherever there is. It is easy to believe, we’re just not good enough to succeed. It is at those moments that we lie to ourselves and say “I’m going to fail anyway, so why try? If I don’t put in any effort, at least my best effort won’t be a failure.” But that’s an attitude that will keep us at the bottom of the mountain. 
School is not all about success or top grades. School is about gaining knowledge and experience. Sure top grades are nice, but what matters most is the effort we put into every day. 
Never is this attitude more important than in fourth quarter. It is easy to be strong at kick-off, but how you play after the two-minute warning is what makes a champion.
This is an open challenge to all 5th grade students and families: Show us your best, your very best effort.
Once again, we’d like to remind everyone that Prescott is a gum and candy-free zone and that even if they are disposing of their wrappers and chewed gum properly; gum and candy are not permitted in the classroom or the school. We care too much about our students to be ok with them going through the year and on into middle school thinking that it is ok to choose which rules to follow. Please help us keep our community strong. 
Continuing the tradition… The 5th Grade Team will once again be putting together a video for the students to watch on the last day of school. We would like to request that each 5th grade student bring in a baby picture of himself or herself for us to include in the video. In order to be sure the video is done on time, pictures must be submitted to Mr. Riley no later than April 27th. You may bring in a hard copy which will be digitized and returned or pictures may be emailed directly to Mr. Riley at kriley@lps.org. 

It is important that we know where we come from, because if you do not know where you come from, then you don't know where you are, and if you don't know where you are, you don't know where you're going. And if you don't know where you're going, you're probably going wrong.
--Terry Pratchett

You Ought to be in Baby Pictures
Mmm Candy
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           Write This Down!
Every day: Math Homework is sent home (due back the next school day)
Every Wednesday: Reading Homework is sent home (due back on Friday)
March 2nd: Field Trip to Sheldon Art Gallery
March 4th: End of 3rd Quarter!
March 5th –13th SPRING BREAK
March 16th: Middle School Information Meeting at Irving Middle School 5:30pm or 6:45pm
March 21st: NeSA Window opens
March 22nd: Earth Wellness Field Trip to SCC**
March 24th: 3rd Quarter Report Cards go Home
March 25th: NO SCHOOL
March 29th: PLC Early Release Day and Prescott Fun Run
April 7th: Final PTO Meeting of the School Year
April 19th: Field Trip to Morrill Hall
April 26th: PLC Early Release Day
April 28th: Growth and Development film and lesson
April 29th: NO SCHOOL (Teacher Plan Day)
May 2nd: Field Trip to Irving Middle School
May 6th: Walkathon (New Date)
May 18th: 5th Grade Bowling Trip
May 19th: LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
**Students will be required to have cold lunch on March 22nd.  They may bring one from home or the school will provide one. Please note: If your child says they will bring a lunch it is imperative they remember, as there will not be extra school provided lunches.
…write this down, take a little note to remind you in case you didn't know…
1743 First American Town Meeting (in Boston)
1776 Alexander Hamilton commissioned as Captain of Artillery
1794 Eli Whitney patents the cotton gin
1862 Battle of Bern (Civil War)
1879 Albert Einstein was born
1900 US currency goes on gold standard (Currency Act passed)
1914 Serbia and Turkey sign peace treaty
1923 Warren Harding is first US President to pay taxes
1933 Civilian Conservation Corp begins tree conservation
1941 Nazi occupiers of Holland forbid Jewish owned companies
1954 Hank Aaron homers in his 1st exhibition game
1956 Ampex demonstrates 1st commercial videotape recorder
1958 US performs nuclear tests at Nevada site
1967 First NFL-AFL common draft (Bubba Smith first pick)
1976 US performs nuclear tests at Nevada site (again…)
1987 World Ladies Figure Skating Champ: Katarina Witt
1990 Mikhail Gorbachev elected President of the Soviet Union
1997 President Clinton trips; requires surgery to repair knee
2004 45th SEC Men's Basketball Tournament (UK def. UF)
2013 Xi Jinping named new president of China
2016 LPS 5th graders begin final quarter of elementary school

Today in History: March 14th…
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[image: ]We are still thinking about our goals for life this month. We know that when people struggle with behaviors, it is usually due to a lack of a certain social or coping skill. We want our students to learn these skills now and take these skills with them for the rest of their lives. Our goals for life are: 1. I can be productive and follow directions even if I don’t want to 2. I can be safe even when I am overwhelmed 3. I can be ok even if others around me are not ok. These skills are reviewed in class and individually on a regular basis. Working on these goals is a skill we encourage our students to practice at home as well as at school. 
We know our 5th graders would never struggle to make positive choices but on the off chance they do, encourage them to remember these life skills. 
BIST Bits
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Prescott Elementary School 
1930 S 20th St Lincoln, Nebraska 68502 
(402) 436-1161 
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Effort and Attitude

“There are two things in life of which we have

complete control . . . effort and attitude.”
~Chuck Wilson
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