PHYSICS D COURSE OUTLINE
Mr. Lautenschlager

klauten@lps.org
http://isite.lps.org/klauten/web/
Science Office – 205

Classroom – 138, 212

COURSE DESCRIPTION:


Everyday we are surrounded by events that can only be fully appreciated through the understanding eyes of a scientist. We cannot all be scientists, but we can gain some insight into the types of investigations that scientists conduct and their contributions to our understanding and the quality of our lives.  That insight can enrich our lives and improve our ability to enrich the lives of others. We can all benefit from the study of physics and its applications.  Much of the wisdom of our social, environmental, and political decision-making depends on an understanding of the concepts of physics.


Physics involves the study of those aspects of our environment related to matter and energy and our attempts to describe and control them.  Physics is the foundation of all other natural sciences. Chemisry, for example, explains how atoms put together, useing laws of physics that describe interactions between atoms when they form matter. The life sciences (biology, zoology, anatomy and physiology) still have their foundation in physics. Physics supports chemistry, which in turn supports the life sciences. This is why physics is the foundation of all natural sciences. All of them use principles of physics to better understand the natural world.

WHO NEEDS PHYSICS?


Physics knowledge will be helpful to you if you plan to follow one of the following careers: Astronomer, Astronaut, Airline pilot, Physician, Chemist, Editor, Engineer, Geologist, Lawyer, Nurse, Pharmacist, Researcher, Sales representative, Teacher, Writer, X-ray technician, and many other careers.

ATTENDANCE:


Because of the sequential nature of the topics you will study, it is necessary that you maintain a regular schedule of reading textbook material and problem solving.  Once you fall behind, it is difficult to catch up and retain a desired performance level.  Regular attendance and work is important to satisfactory progress.  

PLAN TO SPEND AT LEAST 15 MINUTES A DAY OUTSIDE OF CLASS: READING, REVIEWING YOUR NOTES, WORKING PROBLEMS, AND COMPLETING LABS.  There are always things that you can be doing!!!


If a student misses class, it is the student’s responsibility to see the teacher and make arrangements to make up missed work.  Labs and tests will always need to be made up.  This means that the student must make time, and an appointment with the teacher, before or after school to accomplish this.  These arrangements should be made on the day the student returns to class. --DO NOT WAIT.  If the absence is planned, these arrangements must be made before the absence.


Make-up work should be finished as early as possible.  The student will receive twice the number of days to complete the work as the days that the student missed. (If one day is missed, the student will receive two additional days to complete the make-up.)  After this time the work is considered late.  Tests and labs must be made up outside of class.

Students who arrive late to class cause a disruption for others and miss out on initial class instruction.  

The East High tardy and truancy policy will be followed.
Tardy Policy

1st-3rd Unexcused Tardy--Teacher conference with student, make a plan, and contact home
4th-8th Unexcused Tardy--After school, before school, or lunch detention
9th Unexcused Tardy--Contact home and detention
10th and beyond--Behavior referral and accompanying consequences
Truancy Policy

1st and 2nd Truancy--Teacher conference with student, make a plan, and contact home
3rd Truancy and beyond--Behavior referral and accompanying consequence

MATERIALS


Materials should be brought to class every day.  These include: 



(Pen or Pencil



(Paper



(Text Book

(Calculator



(Planner

Cell phones, mp3 players, ipods, etc. are not allowed during class.  The East High Electronics policy will accompany the confiscation of these devices.

Planners are required to get passes to leave the room.

No food is permitted in the classroom.
USE OF CLASS TIME:

All students will have equal opportunities to learn, to participate, and to see themselves in a positive way in this class. Be an active participant in all aspects of the class, discussions, and labs.  You will have enough to keep you busy the whole time, so remain working until the bell rings.  You will not be permitted to stand by the door to wait for the bell.  
Spartan Respect


Respect Self—Stay on task, be actively engaged, give your best effort, ask questions if you don’t understand


Respect Others—Be supportive of all learning, be a positive influence, be an active listener, honor others’ space


Respect Learning—Come prepared, come with completed assignments, come on time, give your best effort, be 

actively engaged


Respect Property—Maintain a clean work area, recycle materials, treat equipment/books with care
HANDING IN ASSIGNMENTS:


All assignments are due when called for on their due date.

Any assignment not turned in when due will be subject to the following deductions:

•1, 2 or 3 days late will result in a maximum grade of 60%.

•No assignment will be accepted more than 3 days late and a zero score will be entered.  


Any assignments due during your absence will be due the day you return to class.  
RETESTING


Retests of major tests, but not the final, are available with the following requirements and restrictions.

· A student-teacher conference outside of class where the student will explain the concepts missed on the test.
· The retest must be completed before the next major test.

· The highest grade that can be achieved with a retest is 80 %.
GRADES:

Grades will be determined based on formative and summative assignments.  Formative work will be 20% of the final grade and consist of daily work, chapter problems and elements of some labs.  Summative assignments will be 80% of the final grade and consist of quizzes, tests, and elements of some labs.  The grading scale is:

90 - 100 = A

85 - 89 = B+

80 - 84 = B

75 - 79 = C+

70 - 74 = C

65 - 69 = D+

60 - 64 = D

Below 60 = F

Grades will be posted online for both student and parent access.  No student should be unaware of his or her standing in this class.
Student Information Sheet

Name: ____________________________________  
Period: ______ Grade: ______

Counsellor: ____________________________
Student #: ______________________

Parent's name: _________________________
Home Phone #: ___________________

Class Schedule




      
Subject



Teacher
Period 1
_________________________
   _________________________

Period 2
_________________________
   _________________________

Period 3
_________________________
   _________________________

Period 4
_________________________
   _________________________

Period 5
_________________________
   _________________________

Period 6
_________________________
   _________________________

Period 7
_________________________
   _________________________

Book Issued (Title): ________________________________
Book #: ____________
Any damage to book at time of issue: ________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

List any previous or current high school science classes: 
1. _________________


2. _________________
3. ____________________
4. ___________________

Career Interests: ________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

List any skills, talents, hobbies, special interests, school activities, or work activities: ___

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURES:

 Please read these physics D rules and regulations carefully and share them with your parent or guardian.  Both of you sign the form below and return it to me.

STUDENT SIGNATURE: __________________________ DATE: __________

PARENT OR GUARDIAN: _________________________ DATE: __________

