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 A.  Course Description
Advanced Placement United States History is a year-long course designed to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in United States history. The course prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses. Students should learn to assess historical materials—their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance—and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship. This course develops the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in an essay format.
B.  Method of Instruction

A variety of instructional methods will be employed. Writing in essay format with potential use of reading notes will be the largest component of assessment, in order to prepare students for the AP U.S. History Exam.  Other methods of instruction include, but are not limited to, lecture, text readings, discussion, debate, research projects, vocabulary, primary document analysis, quizzes, and current events.  Expect reading and/or writing assignments regularly.  Reading quizzes/review questions may be assigned one or two times per week.  There will be exams over each unit of study.  Each exam will be the same format, designed for you to be prepared to take the AP US History exam.

Evaluation of Reading Assignments:

The evaluation of the reading journal will be in four forms:  take home essays, in class essays, reading quizzes, and discussion.  These are forms of high, medium and low stakes assessment. Take-home essays assigned are to be completed the day the reading assignment is due, or the day after the assignment is given.  The essays are considered high stakes writing, which means that everything counts such as, grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  Most importantly though, students must demonstrate that they have understood the content and can apply that new content to the question asked.  These essays are to be typed, double spaced, and should clearly use the content from the reading to answer the question specifically.  The goal of students is to transform content from the reading in the form of a response to the essay question.  Students should focus on thesis sentence writing.  I would like each student to underline their thesis statements when they hand in their essays. These essays are worth up to 20 points each.

The in-class essay is not as formal as high stakes writing.  Students will be given x minutes to answer the essay question.  They may be able to use their notes but not the textbook to answer the question.  Students must demonstrate that they have read the text and understood it, but they might not have fully answered the question.  Sentence structure, paragraph structure, and grammar are not as important on this essay compared to a high stakes piece.  Students should practice thesis sentence writing and writing in a timed environment.  These in-class essays are worth around 10-15 points each.

The Notebook:  

Students will be expected to keep a notebook based upon the readings for each unit.  This journal is designed to help students understand the content of the reading and help them retain this information.  It will prove useful in preparing for the Unit, Semester, Final, and AP United States History Exams.

C.  Course Objectives

· Students will gain a significant depth and breadth of historical knowledge

· Students will be able to analyze primary documents

· Students will be able to combine prior knowledge, primary documents, maps and data to write a position essay

· Students will be able to identify thesis statements and positions within historical documents

· Students will be able to identify major themes in US History
· Students will become better equipped at using the historical habits of mind, including, sourcing, contextualization, corroboration, close reading, and viewing historical events from multiple perspectives
· To guide students to a better understanding of the connections between historical events and characters, and their relationship to current events
D.  Course Time Periods

I. 1491-1607: Early Contacts Group in North America

II. 1607-1754: North American Societies in the Context of the Atlantic World

III.1754-1800: Birth of a New Nation and Struggle for Identity

IV. 1800-1848: Growing Pains of the New Republic

V. Expansion, Regional Separation, the Civil War and Its Aftermath

VI. 1865-1914: Industrialization, Urbanization, and Cultural Transformation

VII. 1890-1945: Domestic and Global Challenges and the Creation of Mass Culture

VIII: Increasing Prosperity and Global Responsibility After World War II

IX. 1980-Today: Globalization and Redefining National Identity

E. Historical Thinking Skills 
Chronological Reasoning

· Historical Causation

· Patterns of Continuity and Change over Time

· Periodization

Comparison and Contextualization

Crafting Historical Arguments from Historical Evidence
Historical Interpretation and Synthesis

F.  Textbook and provided supplies

Student Text:  
· Brinkley, American History: Connecting with the Past 

· Newman & Schmalbach, United States History: Preparing for the Advanced Placement


Examination
Primary Document Sources:  

· Yazawa, Melvin, Documents to Accompany America’s History Volume I
· Fernlund, Kevin J., Documents to Accompany America’s History Volume I
· Kennedy, David M., The American Spirit Volume I and II
· Adler, Mortimer J., The Annals of American History, Encyclopedia Britannica
· Tindall, George Brown, America: A Narrative History
G.  Tests

Students will take tests at the end of each unit.  Tests will consist of multiple choice questions and various essay questions that will be based on the format of the AP Exam.
H.  Grading

1.  Grade Scale

90-100

A

70-74

C

85-89

B+

65-69

D+

80-84

B

60-64

D

75-79

C+

Under 60
F
There is opportunity to gain dual credit through Nebraska Wesleyan University, or by taking the AP Exam, more on this later.
2.  Weighting of course requirements:

Notebook/Other Activities: 

20%

-You are to keep a notebook for this class.  We will take notes on a regular basis.  There will be a variety of activities that will be included this part of the grade as well.
Quizzes, Tests and Projects
80%

-Quizzes could take place on random occasions.  They may be announced or unannounced.  Tests will consist of multiple choice questions and essay questions, similar to the format of the AP Exam.  The exam dates will be set in stone UNLESS we are not in session that day, in which case it will automatically be the next day we are in class.  You can access my website for specific dates.  Many of the daily essays will be part of the quiz/test grade. There will be a variety of group and independent projects during the semester.  The topics and requirements will be given for each project.

I.  Course Component Specifics

1.  Homework

-There will be reading assignments often.  There will be additional homework assignments given in class.  Homework assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date.  Homework can be signed by the instructor to indicate they were finished on time.  Late homework will not receive a signature.  Most homework will go in your notebook. 

2.  Academic Dishonesty

-Any student caught cheating or plagiarizing on a class assignment will receive a zero on that assignment.  If you are suspected of cheating/plagiarism you will not receive a grade on the project until it is determined whether the student has erred.  Refer to the LSE plagiarism policies in place. 

3.  Due Dates

-Each assignment will be given a due date.  Assignments are due at the beginning of the period on the due date.  Late assignments will be accepted after the due date.  The grade on a late assignment will be reduced by 25% for the first three days it is late; 40% at any point thereafter.  If you have an excused absence on the due date for an assignment you will receive an extension on your due date.  Due dates will be clearly stated for you.
