Reform Proposal Worksheet

(When finished your sheet should have two bullets per category and look similar to this!)
ENROLLMENT:

*Limit AFDC cash benefits to a lifetime maximum of two years for all able-bodied adults.

*Limit AFDC cash benefits to a lifetime maximum of two years. If recipient can’t find a job in the private sector a community service job will be provided.

*Limit AFDC cash benefits to any two years within a four-year period. When the two-year period is exhausted, recipients are ineligible for benefits for the next three years.

*End benefits after two years unless recipient is enrolled in a job training or other education program. Payments must end after five years.

WELFARE TO WORK:

*At least one parent in a two-parent family must be participating in a work program in order to receive AFDC benefits.

*All AFDC recipients must participate in a job skills or education program for at least twenty hours a week. Anyone refusing to participate in a program will lose benefits or be sanctioned.

*Welfare recipients not in a job training or education program must be working for at least thirty hours a week.

*Recipients must work with a caseworker to create an education, training, and job placement program in order to continue to get benefits.

FAMILY CAP:

*Deny AFDC benefits for additional children conceived while the mother is on welfare.

*Sanction mothers who have additional children while on welfare by reducing their benefits.

*Provide additional benefits for mothers who conceived children while they were on welfare.

UNWED MOTHERS:

*Deny benefits to any unwed mothers.

*Deny benefits to unwed mothers under the age of 18 and give states the authority to raise the age.

*Require unwed mothers to live with parents, guardians, or in a supervised group home in order to receive AFDC benefits.

*Provide benefits and bonuses for unwed mothers who stay in school.

*Create orphanages or group homes for children of unwed mothers who have been denied benefits.

*Provide benefits for teenage mothers based upon future use of birth control.

IMMIGRANTS:

*Deny benefits to any illegal immigrants.

*Deny benefits to any illegal immigrants excluding refugees.

*Provide benefits to immigrants who are working toward U.S. citizenship.

*Provide sponsors for immigrants who help them to work toward naturalization in order to receive benefits.

NON-CUSTODIAL PARENTS:

*Non-custodial parents who are delinquent in child support payments are required to pay court ordered support or lose any benefits.

*Create a national “Deadbeat Data Bank” to catch parents who evade paying child support.

*Withhold wages, driver’s licenses, and other professional licenses for parents who refuse to pay child support.

*Welfare recipients must provide name and address of a child’s father in order to receive benefits.

*Create work and job training programs to help non-custodial parents who make to little money to meet child support payments.

REWARDING WORK:

*Create higher income tax credits to reinforce work.

*Allow recipients to receive vouchers for food, childcare, and rent in order to supplement income if they are working.

*Allow recipients who are working in low paying jobs for at least thirty hours a week to still receive cash benefits up to $150 to supplement their incomes.

OTHER:  Drug Testing / School Truancy / Child Health – Immunization

After you have filled out two bullets for each category you should type about a half page that includes any explanations for the above categories along with your opinions on how to change the welfare system for the better. Keep in mind you are trying to meet economic and socioecomomic goals without spending more and more money.

