Student Background Information/Timeline

Why was Emperor Qianlong so resistant to European influence?
King George III of Britain and Emperor Qianlong of China were leaders of two of the most powerful countries in the world in the 1700s.  They had many things in common:  they each became leader following the death of a grandfather, they were both absolute rulers, they each wanted their countries to have a powerful military, and they both desired to make their countries wealthy through a favorable balance of trade.  Each also became involved in internal and external conflicts that greatly impacted the people living under their rule.  And each would correspond with the other through a series of letters they sent back and forth.  

King George III angered many British citizens because he wanted to get back many of the rights and privileges of the king that had been taken away by the British Parliament before he came to power.  His economic policies resulted in Britain’s involvement in both the Seven Year’s War (good for Britain) and the American Revolution (really bad for Britain).  Unfortunately for King George III, he suffered from a disease that made him mentally unstable, dangerously unpredictable, and, at times, terrifying.   Qianlong, on the other hand, was quite mentally stable and, to his credit, generally predictable.  He was by no means perfect, however. He carried out massive book burnings in which he destroyed books and writings that were critical of his policies.  He also threatened to invade several other countries (Korea, Thailand, the Philippines, and Vietnam) unless they would pay large amounts of tribute to China.

Interestingly, it was not politics but a beverage that would connect these two leaders.  By 1860 tea had become the “national drink” of Britain, and, since almost all of it was imported from China, the two countries became linked economically.  Britain wanted tea and China wanted silver in exchange for that tea.  It sounds simple, but the desire for a favorable balance of trade by each country would set the two leaders and their countries on a collision course that would change the history of the world.     

- 1644: Manchu armies capture Beijing and set up the Qing dynasty

- 1736: Qianlong becomes emperor of China

- 1759: China doubles its territory by conquering areas in Central Asia and begins demanding tribute from states in Southeast Asia

- 1760: King George III becomes king of England

- 1760s: tea becomes the national drink of Britain, leading to massive imports of the beverage from China in return for British silver

- 1776: its own colonists defeat Britain in the American Revolution 

-1793: China rejects trade conditions offered by Britain’s Lord Macartney that would have given Britain favorable trade over China 

- 1839: British warships attack China, starting the Opium Wars

Name________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Period______
Document Chart: Why was Emperor Qianlong so resistant to European influence?

Document A: First Read

Write down 2-3 things you learned about the relationship between China and Great Britain based on the letter.
1) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document A: Second Read

Answer the following questions, using evidence from the text to support your answers.
1) Close Reading: What is the tone of George’s letter?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) Sourcing:  Who is George’s audience? How might his tone be different if he was speaking to his own people?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) Close Reading: What is George III asking of Emperor Qianlong?  Why might Emperor Qianlong reject this?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Making Predictions:

What do you think Emperor Qianlong will say in response to King George III’s letter?  Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document B: First Read

Write down how your predictions are similar/different to what you read.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document B: Second Read

Answer the following questions, using evidence from the text to support your answer.

1) Contextualization:  Why does Emperor Qianlong feel confident in rejecting Britain’s request?  Explain.  (Hint: What else is going on at the time that might impact Qianlong’s attitude?)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) Close Reading: What is the tone of Emperor Qianlong’s response to George III? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) Close Reading: Why does Emperor Qianlong reject George III’s requests?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4) Contextualization:  Notice on the timeline that the Opium Wars (between Britain and China) begin in 1839.  What does that tell you about the outcome of the letters?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Twitter War!

Directions: Those guys were sure wordy back in the 1700s!  It’s a good thing we have social networking sites like Twitter to make communication more efficient today.  Your task is to translate the messages of King George III and Emperor Qianlong into tweets.  Your tweets should focus on the evidence from the letters that will help answer the framing question, “Why was Emperor Qianlong so resistant to European influence?”  Each tweet can only be 140 characters long, so make sure you just pick out the important stuff!
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King George III: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Emperor Qianlong: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


                       King George III: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
                         ________________________________________________________________________________________________


           _________________________________________________________________________________________________

           _________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Emperor Qianlong: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

