Student Background/Timeline
Why did people fight in the Crusades? 

The Middle Ages was a time period characterized by interactions between civilizations.  Throughout history, when two civilizations come into contact with each other, there are positive and negative consequences as a result.  The Crusades were no different.  

After several hundred years of Muslim expansion throughout the Middle East and North Africa, and the simultaneous development of consolidated Christian Kingdoms in Eastern and Western Europe, tensions between the Christians and Muslims finally resulted in a period of prolonged violence, known as the Crusades.  Constantinople, the capital of the Eastern European Byzantine Empire, and Baghdad, the capital of the Islamic Empire of the Seljuk Turks, had been competing for cultural and economic supremacy for years.  As the Muslims continued to threaten and conquer Byzantine controlled lands in the Middle East and North Africa, the emperor appealed to the Pope in the Christian lands of Western Europe for help.  Despite a disagreement between the East and the West, which had caused a split in Christianity several decades before, Pope Urban II rallied his people to fight in order to rescue Christian lands from Muslim domination.  For the next 200 years a series of “holy wars” between Christian and Muslim civilizations resulted in much death and destruction that still guides tension between the two religions today.  At the same time, the Crusades also encouraged global trade and the cultural revival of the historic civilizations of Greece and Rome.  As you read the documents, keep in mind the question, “Why did people fight in the Crusades?”

- 330: Roman Emperor Constantine establishes the Byzantine Empire
- 600s: Muhammed begins preaching Islam

- 661: Muslim Umayyad Dynasty established

- 711-713: Umayyad Dynasty conquers Spain

- 732: Muslim advance into Western Europe stopped at the Battle of Tours in France
- 750: Muslim Abbasid Dynasty overthrows the Umayyad Dynasty 

- 800: Charlemagne unifies parts of Western Europe
- 1054: The Great Schism
- 1065: The Muslim Seljuk Turks take over Jerusalem

- 1071-1085: Muslim Seljuk Turks conquer most of Asia minor (Syria and Palestine)
- 1094: The Byzantine emperor asks for aid from Pope Urban II in the west 

- 1095: Pope Urban II calls for a Crusade at the Council of Clermont

- 1099: Christian soldiers take the city of Jerusalem

- c. 1119: Knights Templar established to protect pilgrims to Jerusalem

- 1147-1148: Second Crusade

- 1187: Saladin recaptures Jerusalem for the Muslims during the Third Crusade

- 1191: King Richard I makes a truce with Saladin

- 1212: Children’s Crusades in France and Germany

- 1258: Mongols destroy Baghdad and end the Abbasid Dynasty

- 1291: The fall of Acre to the Muslim Mamluks

- 1453: Fall of Constantinople to the Muslim Ottoman Empire

Student Map - Why did people fight in the Crusades? 
Map A: The Expansion of Islam
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http://www.maps.com/ref_map.aspx?pid=11393
Name_________________________________________________________________________________________________ Period______

Document Chart - Why did people fight in the Crusades?
Document A: Second Read

Answer the following questions, using evidence from the text to support your answers.

1) Sourcing: Who is Pope Urban II’s audience?  How does that impact his message?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) Close Reading: What does Pope Urban II say to motivate Christians to fight?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document B: Second Read

Answer the following questions, using evidence from the text to support your answers.

3) Contextualization: In 1191, Saladin’s forces defeated the Christians.  How will this impact the tone in the letters exchanged between Saladin and King Richard that same year? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4) Close Reading: According to these letters, what does each leader want for their people?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document C: Second Read

Answer the following questions, using evidence from the text to support your answers.

5) Sourcing: What is the purpose of al-Harawi’s speech?  Would his tone be different if he were writing in a diary about the same event?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6) Contextualization: How will al-Harawi’s message be impacted by the recent loss of Jerusalem?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7) Close Reading: What does al-Harawi say to motivate Muslims to fight?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document D: Second Read

Answer the following questions, using evidence from the text to support your answers.

8) Close Reading: What does this song say to motivate Christians to fight?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9) Corroboration: What new information is in this document that you did not find in the other documents? What similar information does this document present?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10) Corroboration: Whose voice is missing from these documents?  Explain why that voice is needed to help you answer the framing question.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name_________________________________________________________________________________________________ Period______

Double Entry Journal – Why did people fight in the Crusades?

Directions: Using evidence from the documents, write a journal entry explaining why you chose to participate in the Crusades.
	Christian Crusader
	Muslim Crusader
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History Assessment of Thinking (HAT)
This letter was written to the pope by military leader Raymond of St. Giles describing the reasons for Christian success in the First Crusade of 1099.

“Multiply your… prayers in the sight of God with joy and thanksgiving, since God has manifested His mercy in fulfilling by our hands what He had promised in ancient times… God opened to us the abundance of His blessing and mercy and led us into the city, and delivered the Turks and all of their possessions into our power…

When our army was in sight of the enemy, upon our knees we invoked the aid of the Lord, that He who in our other adversities had strengthened the Christian faith, might in the present battle break the strength of the Saracens and of the devil and extend the kingdom of the church of Christ from sea to sea, over the whole world.  There was no delay; God was present when we cried for His aid…

Therefore, we call upon you of the Catholic Church of Christ and of the whole Latin church to exult in the so admirable bravery and devotion of your brethren, in the so glorious and very desirable retribution of the omnipotent God, and in the so devoutedly hoped for remission of all our sins through the grace of God.”

Source: Raymond of St. Giles, Count of Toulouse, The Capture of Jerusalem by the Crusaders, 11th Century.

 Word Bank:

 manifested – made obvious

 Saracens – an Arab

 exult - rejoice

Full Text Available: www.connellyhs.org/uploaded_files/the_first_crusades_e16ZFK.pdf
Name____________________________________________________________________________________ Period______

History Assessment of Thinking – Student Responses

Directions: Use the document on the previous page to respond to the following questions.  Remember to use text evidence wherever possible.
Sourcing: What conclusions can you come to about the author of this document?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Contextualization: How might the tone of this letter change if it were written in 1187, after the Christian loss at Jerusalem?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Close Reading: Cite two pieces of evidence from the document to justify this statement: “God was on our side.”
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Corroboration: Which of the previous documents (A-D) would agree with this document on why people fought in the Crusades?  Explain with evidence.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

