Document A (excerpted)

The Secret History of the Mongols is the oldest surviving Mongol-language literary work.  It was written for the Mongol royal family after Chinggis Khan’s death by an anonymous author.  

After this in the Year of the Sheep Chinggis Khan set out to fight the people of 

Cathay …  He sent out an army under Jebe’s command to take the fortress at Chu-yung Kuan.  When Jebe arrived he saw Chu-yung Kuan was well defended, so he said:  “I’ll trick them and make them come out in the open.  I’ll pretend to retreat and when they come out I’ll attack them.”  So Jebe retreated and the Cathayan army cried:  “Let’s go after them!”  They poured out of their fortifications until the valleys and mountainsides were full of their soldiers.  Jebe retreated to Sondi-i-wu Ridge and there he turned his army around to attack as the enemy rushed towards him in waves.  The Cathayan army was beaten and (then) Chinggis Khan, commanding the great Middle Army, attacked as well, forcing the Cathayan army to retreat, killing the finest and most courageous soldiers of Cathay … slaughtering them along the side of Chu-yung Kuan so that their bodies piled up like rotten logs.

Source: The Secret History of the Mongols, compiled from Mongol oral traditions, 1200s


 Word Bank: 

 anonymous – unknown 

 Cathay – an empire in northern China

 Jebe – the best general in Chinggis Khan’s army

Full Text Available: Paul Kahn.  The Secret History of the Mongols: The Origin of Chingis Khan.  Cheng and Tsui, 1984.

Document B (excerpted)
In this document an anonymous monk writes about the Mongol attack on a region near Russia.

In 1238, foreigners called Tartars came in countless numbers, like locusts, into the land of Ryazan, and on first coming they halted … in camp there … And the Tartars took the town on December 21 … They likewise killed the Knyza and Knyaginya, and men, women, and children, monks, nuns and priests, some by fire, some by sword, and violated nuns, priest’s wives, good women and girls in the presence of their mothers and sisters … And who, brethren, would not lament over this, among those of us alive when they suffered this bitter and violent death?  And we, indeed, having seen it, were terrified and wept with sighing day and night over our 

sins …

Source: The Chronicles of Novgorod, 1016-1417.


 Word Bank:

 Tartars: another name for the Mongols

 brethren: fellow members

 lament: to feel, show, or express grief, sorrow, or regret

Full Text Available: Robert Mitchell, Neville Forbes.  The chronicle of Novgorod, 1016-1471.  Hattiesburg, Mississippi:  Academic International, 1970.

Document C (excerpted)
Marco Polo was a traveler and writer who went from his home in Venice all the way to China, which was at that time ruled by the Mongol emperor Kublai Khan (grandson of Chinggis Khan).  Polo remained in China for 17 years, returned home to Europe, and then wrote his famous book “Travels,” in which he described what he saw in China.  Here he discusses the tactics used by the Mongols in battle.

Their arms are bows, iron maces, and in some instances, spears; but the first is the weapon at which they are most expert, being accustomed, from children, to employ it in their sports.  They wear defensive armor made from buffalo and hides of other beasts, dried by the fire, and thus rendered extremely hard and strong.  They are brave in battle, almost to desperation, setting little value upon their lives, and exposing themselves without hesitation of all manner of danger.  Their disposition is cruel.

They are capable of supporting every kind of privation, and when there is a necessity for it, can live for a month on the milk of their mares, and upon such wild animals, as they may chance to catch.  Their horses are fed upon grass alone, and do not require barley or other grain.  The men are trained to remain on horseback during two days and two nights, without dismounting… No people on earth can surpass them in fortitude under difficulties, nor show greater patience under wants of every kind.  They are most obedient to their chiefs, and are maintained at small expense.

Source: Marco Polo, Travels, 1274 to 1290 

 Word Bank:

 disposition – state of mind

 privation – lack of the usual comforts or necessities of life

 fortitude – mental and emotional strength

 obedient – willing to obey

Full Text Available: Komroff, Manuel, ed.  The Travels of Marco Polo.  W.W. Norton and Company, 1926.

Document D (excerpted)
Muslim historian Rashid al-Din wrote this enormous book sometime after 1241.  Here, al-Din writes about the Mongol leader Ogedei, who was one of Chinggis Khan’s sons.  

During the seven years (between 1235 and 1241) Ogedei (the son of Chinggis Khan) enjoyed life and amused himself.  He moved from summer to winter camp and visa versa, serene and happy, and took permanent delight in beautiful women and moonfaced enchantresses.  

At every opportunity, he allowed his sublime thoughts to overflow lavishly into the most just and charitable of good deeds, into the eradication of injustice and enmity, into the development of cities and districts, as well as into the construction of various buildings.  He never neglected any measure designed to strengthen the framework of peace, and to lay the foundation of prosperity.

Source: Rashid al-Din, History of the Mongols, written after 1241 


 Word Bank:

 serene: calm or peaceful

 sublime: outstanding

 eradication: utter destruction 

 enmity: a feeling of hostility or hatred 

Full Text Available: www.oidmg.org/download/Blair.DOC‎

