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Document A (excerpted)

Leopold II was king of Belgium and the Congo Free State in Africa.  At the time it was the largest area of African land under the control of a colonial power. Leopold ruled the Congo as his own personal kingdom, though he never set foot there. The ivory and rubber available in the Congo region greatly added to the king's wealth.
Dear Minister,

I have never ceased to call the attention of my countrymen to the need to turn our view toward overseas lands….
History teaches that countries with small territories have a moral and material interest in extending their influence beyond their narrow borders. It is in serving the cause of humanity and progress that peoples of the second rank appear as useful members of the great family of nations. A manufacturing and commercial nation like ours, more than any other, must do its best to secure opportunities for all its workers, whether intellectual, capitalist, or manual.

The immense river system of the Upper Congo opens the way for our efforts for rapid and economical ways of communication that will allow us to penetrate directly into the center of the African continent. The building of the railroad in the cataract area, assured from now on thanks to the recent vote of the legislature, will notably increase the ease of access. Under these conditions, a great future is reserved for the Congo, whose immense value will soon shine out to all eyes….
I do not think I am mistaken in affirming that Belgium will gain genuine advantages and will see opening before her, on a new continent, happy and wide perspectives.

Your very devoted,

Leopold
Source: Letter from King Leopold II of Belgium to Minister Beernaert (Prime Minister of Belgium) on the Congo, July 3, 1890


 Word Bank:

 cataract – a waterfall
Full Text Available: http://wadsworth.com/history_d/special_features/ilrn_legacy/wawc2c01c/content/wciv2/readings/wciv2readingsleopold.html
Document B (excerpted)
Many Europeans believed that overseas empires were the logical outcome of the Industrial Revolution. 

The future and wealth of France depend above all on the extension and prosperity of our colonies.  When factories produce more than consumers need, work must stop for a time, and workers, condemned to inactivity for a more or less long period, must live off their savings and suffer without there being any possibility to institute a remedy for the evil.  The reasons for the abnormal situation can be boiled down to a lack of markets for our products.  Once the French genius is put to colonization we will find a draining of our overflow of our factories, and at the same time we will be able to secure, at the source of production, the primary, materials needed in our factories. 
Source: Article entitled, “Imperial Conquest: The Nation’s Savior,” Le Petit Journal, 1883


 Word Bank:

 institute – to establish or organize
Full Text Available: http://college.cengage.com/history/west/resources/students/primary/imperial.htm

Document C (excerpted)

Social Darwinists argued that nations and races, like the species of animals, were locked in a struggle for existence in which only the fittest deserved to survive.  Social Darwinism was used to justify British expansion and domination of other peoples.

What I have said about bad stock seems to me to hold for the lower races of man. How many centuries, how many thousands of years, have the Kaffir or the negro held large districts in Africa undisturbed by the white man?  Yet their intertribal struggles have not yet produced a civilization in the least comparable with the Aryan.  Educate and nurture them as you will, I do not believe that you will succeed in modifying the stock.  History shows me one way, and one way only, in which a high state of civilization has been produced, namely, the struggle of race with race, and the survival of the physically and mentally fitter race…

…The only healthy alternative is that he should go and completely drive out the inferior race.  That is practically what the white man has done in North America… In place of the red man, contributing practically nothing to the work and thought of the world, we have a great nation, mistress of many arts, and able, with its youthful imagination and fresh, untrammeled impulses, to contribute much to the common stock of civilized man…

…The path of progress is strewn with the wrecks of nations; traces are everywhere to be seen of the hecatombs of inferior races, and victims who found not the narrow way to perfection.  Yet these dead people are, in very truth, the stepping-stones on which mankind has arisen to the higher intellectual and deeper emotional life of today.

Source: Karl Pearson, lecture entitled, “National Life from the Standpoint of Science.”  From “Social Darwinism: Imperialism Justified by Nature,” 1900

 Word Bank:

 stock – a line of descent; family/lineage
 Kaffir – a tribe in southern Africa 
 Aryan – western European

 untrammeled - unrestrained
 hecatombs – slaughtered remains

Full Text Available: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1900pearsonl.asp

Secondary Document
“new imperialism”
New imperialism is a term used to describe the sudden mania for expansion and conquest that gripped Western powers in the late 19th century. Though Western imperialism was an ancient phenomenon by the 1880s, during the final two decades of the century, the European powers demonstrated an unprecedented enthusiasm for it. The rapidity of their conquests, and their focus on the tropical regions of Asia and Africa—which had previously remained outside of the imperial orbit of Europe—encouraged later scholars to identify the trend as "new" imperialism. 

New imperialism appears remarkable in retrospect because it developed so abruptly. As late as the 1870s, most Western governments were staunchly opposed to the idea of conquering and administering new territories.  However, such sentiments had limits, and European powers did not consider abandoning possessions that they viewed as crucial to national interests. French Algeria, British India, and the Dutch Indies were tropical colonies that were seen as economically valuable to the metropole and whose non-European populations could not be trusted with self-government. 

One key development was the changing balance of power in Europe. The creation of the new nations of Italy and Germany in the 1860s and 1870s challenged the traditional supremacy of Great Britain and France in Africa and Asia. As new powers, Germany and Italy saw imperial expansion as a way to legitimize their status within Europe. France, whose defeat at the hands of Prussia in 1870 had opened the door to German unification, looked to foreign conquest as a way to offset the nation's humiliation. The imperial fervor of those new powers frightened politicians and businessmen in Great Britain; they feared that foreign imperialism would jeopardize global free trade. Such fears became accentuated after an industrial depression arose in 1873. In the context of high unemployment and slow economic growth, workers and manufacturers throughout the industrial world pressured governments to secure new markets for industrial products and new sources of raw materials for domestic consumption. 


Foremost among the proponents of new imperialism were European and American missionaries, who expected colonialism to provide them with a safe forum for spreading their message. Christian missionaries had been active in Asia and Africa since the 16th century.  Evangelical Protestant and Catholic groups expected that European rule in Africa and Asia would aid them in their efforts to gain converts, and many missionaries worked closely with European soldiers and administrators to prepare the conquest of new regions. 


Intellectually, new imperialism helped to eclipse the Western faith in the universal equality of humanity. That idea had developed during the European Enlightenment of the 18th century and had played an important role in the abolition of the trans-Atlantic slave trade. The assault on that notion began with the writings of the British naturalist Charles Darwin. Though Darwin himself repudiated the racism of many of his followers, his ideas of human evolution and natural selection appealed to those Europeans seeking to justify the conquest and domination of non-Western peoples. Many "Social Darwinists" were paternalists like the British writer Rudyard Kipling, whose poem "The White Man's Burden" viewed colonialism as the responsibility of all "white" nations. 

Others saw imperial expansion as a part of a ruthless struggle between races. In such a view, European peoples had either to conquer or submit to the non-Western peoples of the world. By the era of new imperialism, Social Darwinism had become a widely accepted pseudoscience and was used to justify the conquest of African and Asian peoples. 

Text Available From: "new imperialism." World History: The Modern Era. ABC-CLIO, 2013. Web. 8 July 2013. 

