Document A (excerpted, modified)

At the council of Clermont, Pope Urban II encouraged his audience to take action against the Muslims in Palestine.
“For your brethren who live in the east are in urgent need of your help, and you must hasten to give them the aid, which has often been promised them.  For, as most of you have heard the Turks and Arabs have attacked them and have conquered the territory of Romania (the Byzantine Empire) as far west as the shore of the Mediterranean and the Hellespont… They have occupied more and more of the lands of those Christians, and have overcome them in seven battles.  They have killed and captured many, and have destroyed the churches and devastated the empire.  If you permit them to continue thus for awhile with impunity, the faithful of God will be much more widely attacked by them.  On this account I, or rather the Lord, beseech you as Christ’s heralds to publish this everywhere and to persuade all people of whatever rank foot-soldier and knights, poor and rich, to carry aid promptly to those Christians and to destroy that vile race from the lands of our friends.  I say this to those who are present, it is meant also for those who are absent.  Moreover, Christ demands it.

All who die this way, whether by land or sea, or in battle against the pagans, shall have immediate remission of sins.  This I grant them through the power of God with which I am invested.  O what disgrace if such a despised and base race, which worships demons, should conquer a people which has the faith of omnipotent God and is made glorious with the name of Christ?”

Source: Speech by Pope Urban II in 1095 at the Council of Clermont (according to Fulcher of Cartres, Western European chronicler of the First Crusade).


 Word Bank:

 brethren - fellow members

 impunity – exemption from punishment 

 beseech – to beg eagerly for 

 pagans – an irreligious person deemed savage or uncivilized

 remission – forgiveness 

 omnipotent – almighty or infinite in power

Full Text Available: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/urban2-5vers.html

Document B (excerpted, modified)

Richard I (or Richard the Lionheart) of England and Saladin, Muslim Sultan of Egypt and Syria, exchanged a series of negotiations during October and November of 1191.  Below are excerpts from their correspondence. 

King Richard to Saladin: “Men of ours and of yours have died, the country is in ruins, and events have entirely escaped anyone’s control.  Do you not believe that it is enough?  As far as we are concerned, there are only three subjects of discord: Jerusalem, the True Cross, and territory.  As for Jerusalem, it is our place of worship and we will never agree to renounce it, even if we have to fight to the last man.  As territory, all we want is that the land west of the Jordan be ceded to us.  As for the Cross, for you it is merely a piece of wood, whereas for us its value is inestimable.  Let the Sultan give it to us, and let us put an end to this exhausting struggle.”

Saladin’s Response to King Richard: “Jerusalem is holy to us as well as to you, and more so, seeing it is the scene of our Prophet’s journey, and the place where our people must assemble at the Last Day.  Think not that we shall go back therefrom, or that we can be compliant in this matter.  And as for the land, it was ours to begin with, and you invaded it: nor had you take it but for the feebleness of the Muslims who then had it; and so long as this war lasts God will not permit you to set up a stone in it.  And as for the Cross, our holding it is a point of vantage, nor can we surrender it except for some benefit of Islam.”

Source: Letters exchanged between King Richard I and Saladin, 1191.

 Word Bank:

 discord - disagreement

 True Cross – believed to be parts of the cross Jesus was crucified on

 renounce – give up or put aside

 ceded – to give up to another

 vantage – a position giving someone an advantage

Full Text Available: Saladin: And the Fall of the Kingdom of Jerusalem by Stanley Lane-Poole, p. 328

http://books.google.com/books/about/Saladin_and_the_Fall_of_the_Kingdom_of_J.html?id=9nTiBN5pWD0C
Document C (excerpted)

The Muslim judge, with his head shaved as a sign of mourning, addressed a crowd in Baghdad after traveling three weeks from Damascus to bring news of the loss of Jerusalem.

“How dare you slumber in the shade of complacent safety, leading lives as frivolous as garden flowers, while your brothers in Syria have no dwelling place save the saddles of camels and the bellies of the vultures?  Blood has been spilled!  Beautiful young girls have been shamed, and must now hide their sweet faces in their hands!  Shall the valorous Arabs resign themselves to insult, and the valiant Persians accept dishonor?... Never have the Muslims been so humiliated, never have their lands been so savagely devastated.”

Source: Speech given by Qadi Judge al-Harawi in 1099 in Baghdad.


 Word Bank:

 complacent – pleased without awareness of some potential danger

 frivolous – lack of seriousness or purpose

 valorous – heroic courage

 valiant - brave

Full Text Available: The Clash of Fundamentalisms: Crusades, Jihads and Modernity, by Tariq Ali, p. 40-41

Document D

Conon de Béthune, whose father died at the siege of Acre in 1191 motivates Christians to take action in the Crusades.

“God!  We have for so long been brave in idleness!  Now we shall see who will be truly brave; and we shall go to avenge the doleful shame at which every man ought to be downcast and sorrowful, for in our times the holy places have been lost, where God suffered death in anguish for us; if we now permit our mortal enemies to stay there, our lives will be shameful for evermore.

God is besieged in the land of his holy patrimony; now we shall see how those people will help him whom he freed from the dark prison when he died upon that cross which is now in the hands of the Turks.  Know well, those who do not go are shamed unless poverty, old age, or sickness prevents them; but those who are healthy, young, and rich cannot remain behind without suffering shame.”

Source: Medieval European Song about the Crusades, written by crusader and poet Conon de Béthune, 1150-1220.


 Word Bank:

 doleful - sorrowful

 besieged – to surround

 patrimony – inherited from one’s father or ancestors

Full Text Available: http://www.scribd.com/doc/117093715/The-Oxford-History-of-the-Crusades, p. 97

