Student Background Information/Timeline

Was Hernán Cortés a hero or a villain?
By the 1400s, the Aztec city of Tenochtitlán was one of the largest, wealthiest, and most beautiful cities in the entire world.  No one outside of the Americas had ever seen it until 1519 when the Spanish explorer Hernán Cortés arrived with 600 men, 16 horses, and a few cannons.  He met a young native women named Malinche who would serve as his translator and advisor.  Malinche knew the Aztec language and quickly learned to speak Spanish.  The leader of the Aztecs, Moctezuma, was not sure what to think when his messengers brought word that the Spanish were on their way.  Was their leader, Hernán Cortés, a friend?  Was he an invading enemy?  Or was he the legendary god-king Quetzalcoatl returning to earth to rule the world once again?  As you read the following documents that describe the meeting of the Aztec and Spanish, keep in mind this question:  Was Hernán Cortés a hero or a villain?  

- 1345: foundation of Tenochtitlán by the Aztecs
- 1376: Aztecs choose their first King and begin to expand through alliances
- 1428: Aztecs begin conquering other indigenous groups in Central Mexico
- 1440: Aztecs begin to turn on their allies
- 1469: the marriage of King Ferdinand V of Aragon and Queen Isabella of Castile results in the formation of the modern country of Spain
- 1492: Christopher Columbus lands in the Americas
- 1502-1519: Moctezuma rules the Aztec empire
- April 22, 1519: Hernán Cortés sails from Cuba and arrives in Mexico
- August 15, 1521: city of Tenochtitlán falls to the Spanish
- August 21, 1521: Aztecs surrender to the Spanish
Name______________________________________________________________________ Date______

Document Chart: Was Hernán Cortés a hero or a villain?

	Document
	Sourcing: What type of document is this?  Who wrote it and when was it written?  What do you believe was its purpose?  Who might be reading this document?
	Contextualization: What was going on at the time in which this document was written that might influence its content?  Explain.
	Close Reading: What evidence does each document provide to support the claim that Cortés is either a hero or a villain?
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Corroboration:

1) Which document do you feel is the most trustworthy?  Why?

2) After reading these documents, whose perspectives are missing?  In other words, whose voice is left out of this debate?  Your answer should include those perspectives you feel could help you answer the historical question better.

History Assessment of Thinking (HAT)
Directions: Use the painting to answer the questions below.
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Title: “Arrival of Cortés in Vera Cruz”

By: Jay I. Kislak 
Date: Last half of the Seventeenth Century

Question 1: The painting, “Arrival of Cortés in Vera Cruz,” helps historians understand the relationship between the Aztecs and the Spanish.

Do you agree or disagree? (Circle One).  Briefly support your answer:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Question 2: With which documents (A-C) does this painting seem to corroborate?  With which documents (A-C) does this painting seem to disagree?  Explain your answer:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
